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May it pleaſe your MajxST r 


HE following Diſſertation, on the Original of the 

f equeſtrian Figure of St. George and of the Garter, 
Enſigns of the moſt noble Order of that Name, begs Leave 
to approach your Majeſty, and lay itſelf at your Feet. 

The Subject of it bears ſuch Relation to the moſt noble 
Order of the Garter, of which your Majeſty is Sovereign, 
that the Propriety of addreſſing it to your Majeſty, it is 
hoped, will be an Excuſe for the Preſumption in doing it. 

But it is not on this Account only, that it beſeeches your 
Royal Protection; it takes Courage to preſent itſelf before 
your Majeſty from your moſt gracious Condeſcenſion in de- 
claring yourſelf the Founder and Patron of the Society of 
Antiquaries of London, which under your Majeſty's Royal 
Charter has been lately inſtituted tor the Encouragement, 
Advancement,” and Furtherance of the Study and Know- 
ledge of the Hiſtory and Antiquities of this and other 
Countries, | ES 


A 2 5 


in their military Affairs, under the 
a of the Image of St. George, fondly , 
- "nes ling, from ftition'and Error of the T Imes, . 
_—. 3 33 ſome propitious Influences from the Saint 


es t it related to. But in better Times your M 


3 | in Mercy to your People, has 
L in this Day of Battle, and put it into your Heart to be a 


* ö j : - * 


_—— | as well as a great King. . 5 


— 


= That the fame all wiſe Providence may continue to watch 
=_ | gver and direct your Majeſty in all your Counſels and Un- 
 # Y . dertakingy, is the Prayer of cf 
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\HE E agu into Uiſtory 100 N hls 9 4 
5 natural Tendency towards enlarging the Underſtand- 
ing, and directing aright the Operations of the Mind of 


Man, that it has always been looked upon as a laudable 
Purſuit. But when that Attention, called home from ge 


neral Regards, is employed on Subjects relative to our own 
Country, it becomes ſo much the more uſeful and i impor- 


tant, as a Man is more concerned for the Intereſts of the 


Community: he immediately belongs to, than the more ge⸗ 
neral Affairs of the World at large. 

It was in this View, that our Anceſtors 1 a Gbr 
and a half ago formed themſelves into a Society for promo 
ting the Study of the Hiſtory and Antiquities of this Country; 
among whom we may reckon the Parkers, Whitgifts, Cam- 
dens, Dugdales, Seldens, Spelmans, and almoſt all the other 
venerable Names of that Period, who did Honour to their 


ung. by their Writings and Literature. 


But, however well deſigned this Plan mi ht hs backs 
for the-Purpoſes of promoting Learning, an ſuch Know- 
ledge as related to the Engliſo Hiſtory, its Antiquities, Laws, 


and Conſtitution, yet it failed in its Effect, for want of 


their being connected by ſome cloſer Ties than barely thoſe 
of Inclination, This was a Work reſerved for his preſent 


a » 


Majeſty to 61 hi natural Tack ; in, for the 1 Encou- 
ragement of Learning and learned Men; and accordingly 


ter a Number of Perſons, by the Name of De Society of 
Antiquaries of London, and declared himſelf their Patron 
and Founder, with the Privilege of holding Lands in Mort- 
main to a certain Sum. Since which Time, though little 
more than a Year has paſt, we have ſeen this Society ho- 
noured by the Inrollment of the Names of ſome of the moſt 
illuſtrious Perſonages in this Kingdom, both as to their A- 
bilities and Stations, as Fellows and Members of this. Cor- 
poration, all concurring by their Weight and Influence to 
countenance ſo ' uſeful and excellent a Deſign, and encou- 
rage the Study of whatever may promote the Honour and 
Dignity of thjs Nation, from the Knowledge of its Records, 
Cuſtoms, and all other Parts of its Antiquities. /  - 
If this Society be conſidered in this View, a 
Men who dedicate their Time and Talents for the Service 
of their Country, in ſearching after ſuch Truths as may be 
of public Uſe when diſcovered; and being the Collectors 
and Depoſitaries of whatever may be curious and intereſting 
towards the Diſcovery of the Original of our Laws, the 
Principles of our Conſtitution, and the Foundation of our 
religious and civil Eſtabliſhments, they certainly muſt be 
acknowledged to be a reſpefable Body; and it is hoped, 
that laying aſide all leſſer Matters of Curioſity, every Mem- 
ber of that Society will direct his beſt Endeavours to this 
End, fo that its Deciſions may be rendered of Weight when- 
ever there may be Occaſion of its being conſulted by our 
own Country, or thoſe other Kingdoms that have been raiſed 
on the ſame Gothic Foundation with ourſelves, 1 
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he has been moſt graciouſly pleaſed to incorporate by Char- 
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that the following Conſiderations on the Original of the 
equeſtrian Figare of St. George and the Garter, Enſigns of 


the moſt noble Order of that Name, are here offered to the 
Poblie. K subject, which though it may. perhaps, be 


thought: to be of no great Importance, yet as it makes a 
Part of the Engliſb - Hiſtory, and is diftinguifhed' by the 
Relation it bears to the nobleſt military Order in the 
World, both as to its Antiquity and the Dignity of its 
Companions, among whom are reckoned the Names of the 
moſt auguſt Emperors, Kings, and Princes of Eurupe; and 


Day, on which the Anniverſary of the Society of Antiqua- 
ries of London is appointed by their Charter; for theſe 


it as ſeem not to have been hitherto fully confidered. _ 
feſſed is quite new, and entirely different from that it was 
feen in before; but the Novelty of it, if it be otherwiſe 
well fupported, I apprehend will be no Objection to it, in 
an Age and Country ſo critical and acute as this; the Cha- 
racteriſtic of which is to be always making Advances upon 
the Diſcoveries of former Times, and like the polite and 

Whenever the common Road is left for new Ground, 
there is Danger of loſing one's Way, and falling into thoſe 
Errors that we endeavour to ftrike out new Paths to avoid; 
of chis I am ſenſible, and from Appearances may expect to 
find the Truth of it, when IJ am engaged in a 


- 


It is in this View of Enquiry into the Eg Hiſtory; 


eſpecially as it has an immediate Connection with St. Georges 
Reaſons it may ſeem to have a Right to the Notice of that 


The Light in which it is now turned, it is to be on- 


learned” Arhenians to be always inquiſitive after ſome new 


rſuit; 
where, 


PE. 3 to uſe che Words of 83 ger in | his Preface, . dle E. 
_ - . mendat. Temporum, 1 have neither volam nec veſtigium to 
—_— . -- 5 rect me, no Hiſtorian or Antiquaty that can give any 
—_ Help, at leaſt in the Way. that I look for it; and yet I am 
—_— "'S not without Hopes, that I can eſpy ſome. glimmering Light 
_ == nns che utmoſt Diſtances of Antiquity, which being brought 
= Nearer. our Subject will Sire it a new. Aſpect, and . 
—_—  - 5 The dark e of . 1 ah! 46 
—_— In this Perſuaſion, 1 ſhew that the Eaſtern: N lee . 9 
=” 3 5 as the antient Eg yptians, Perhans, and the Greeks. from 
r 5 deſcribed the Malignancy of the Air purified and 
52 made wholeſome by the Action of the Sun, by the Hierogly- 
pPlbic of a Man on Horſeback ſlaying a 4 4 from them 
the Eg yptian Gneftics or Baſilidians uſed this 8ymhol of the 
Sun and its - propitious Influences, as a Device. on their A. 
8  mulets,- in Expefation of Victory, which ſeems to be de- 
pg ſcribed in the Deſign. From the Grnoftics this Figure was 
adopted by the Chriſtians of the Roſh Communion, and 
being applied to their Doctrine of the Worſhip of Saints, 
was called by them St. George, whoſe ſpiritual Victories were 
ſo celebrated by the antient Rituals; and on which Account 
he became the Patron Saint of all thoſe that were en gaged 
in temporal or ſpiritual Warfare; and in this Belief it was 
retained in its old ſuperſtitious Uſe as an Amulet, being 
wore round the Neck, and ſuppoſed by its r Virtue 
to be a Protection and Defence to all that military Sodality 
that wore it. This George being an Eaſtern Saint it is moſt 
probable, that this Figure was firſt uſed as a military Charm 
at the Beginning of the Croiſades, and thence converted 
into an Order by Edward III; for by the Way, molt Inſtitu- 
* Sons of 9 in Rae, were 9 in the groſs: Errors 


of 


> 
KW 

L - 
5 » - 

N - * 

= * 1 . - © 

4 * - 
1 = 

TA 7 

* 


2 
N 
3 
* 4 


—> Iz. © , wg o ti Sum, or inſcribed with the Wame. of a Gran 


22 — or ow . ne. 7 Deuce re- 


dian Angel. An Expreſſion which we retain even at ti 
Day from the Bai idian Herely, * . 
In order toꝰ connect theſe® Superſtitions of the Romiſb 
Church with thoſe. of the Heathens and Baſlidians, here is 
| ſomething advanced upon the Original of Saint-Worſhip, as 


a Succedaneum to the Worſhip of Angels, and the Reliance 


upon their Reliques as a Shoot out of the Doctrine and 
Practice of Amulets; and to ſhew the Probability, not to 
ſay Certainty of this, we need only conſider, that the very 
Same equeſtrian Figure ſlaying a Serpent, which was called 
by the Chriſtians St. George, and hung about the Neck of 
the Knights of that Order, was many hundred Years ſince 
uſed as an Hieroglyphic of the Sun, and wore as an Amu- 
let under the Gnaſtic Superſtition, , for Protection and Vicko- 
7y; for which Purpoſe I preſume the Uſe of the George alſo 
was deſigned, for it cannot be contended for as a bare un- 
meaning Ornament, when it had ſo many ſpeaking Cir- 
cumſtances about it. 
Should it be aſked, where is the N eceſſity of departing | 
from the common Opinion, that this is the Image of St. 
George, by whoſe Name it is called? The Anſwer is ready, 

becauſe there does not appear any ſufficient Grounds to be- 
lieve that there ever was ſuch a Perſon, except it be ſup- 
poſed to relate to the Arian of that Name; and then there 
Is no Reaſon to be given, my the orthodox weſtern Church 
_ ſhould 


— 


We ſhall now 


* 


to Truth, and more confiſtent 
* Sixcoek this Enquiry has been 
t Deference, to the Reader's 


\ Reſpect to the 
aſeription, is conſidered as a Liga- 
aratus with the 


ification of which 


of the ſamèe teleſmatical 
igure of the George; the Si 


to examine. 


ON THE 


Original of the Figure of Sr. GROoROE, and of 
the GARTER 


i 
— 
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N HE Original of the Figure of Se. George on 
Horſeback ſpearing a Serpent, appendent to 
the Collar of the moſt noble Order, is a Cir- 
cumſtance that neither our Hiſtorians or Anti- 
* quaries have ſhewed much Attention to. 
Some Tat have wrote of the Order profeſſedly, have 
taken no Notice at all of it; and others, who thought it 
ou ght not to be paſſed over in Silence, have touched upon 
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* it ſo lightly, , that they have offered only a lender Conjec- 


ture, and ſuch doubtful Reaſoning as plainly diſcovers, that 
they had not any clear Apprehenſions about it. 
Mr. Selaen, in his Titles of Honour“, has given a very 


learned Account of this Saint, as a ſpiritual Warrior; and 


in this Senſe, I conceive, we are to underſtand all thoſe E- 
pithets relative. to his Victories, ſuch as »oraupy©-, pugrone®”, 
and poaxE, given him in the Greeks Rituals: Becauſe in all 
Accounts of him, however pompous, there is not the leaſt 
Mention of any real Action, he was concerned in; and 
theſe Appellations ſeem to be in the ſame Stile with the 
holy and noble Army of Martyrs, which we read of in the 
Hymn of Sr. Ambroſe, and elſewhere +. 

However, when he comes to ſpeak of the equeſtrian Fi- 
gure of the Saint, he ſays no more, than, that no aprer 
one rouli be made of him, being Juppeſed a Soldier nnd a 
Commander ; and as to the Dragon, it was much the ſame 
Symbol that Conflantine made uſe of on his Coins, to ſignify 
the Devil; the Conqueſt over whom, by the Light of the 


Goſpel, in his Tine, * Fe * Fu treading 


given, g why 


Xo | Ms 


Fellen Tit. 8 p. 818. $. 44. Folio, 2d ain Tab 3 05 


T- To, ako geal. U{AG TWY Magluguv 
Baron. an Roman. ad 23 April. 


Herbe than on Foot; on 0 tries it is. 1 "Hae +... a 
the Vidories of Chriſtianity over Paganiſm, in the Time of = 
Conſtantin, and: the Triumphs of the Goſpel over the De- "- 
vil, from whence Se/dex ſuggeſts, that the Device of, the * 8 
Dragon was taken, were always, repreſented on Medals, by . 


the Emperors on Foot, treading on a Serpent, as on that 
of Gonftanting abovementioned, and this of M. a Wn 


= 


And in the Gold Coin of our Henry's, called Angels, we 
ſee an Angel on Foot, encountering a Dragon, or Serpent 
lying under him. The: equeſtrian Figure of Sr. George 
therefore, bore no Relation to his Victories as a Soldier, or 
Martyr, ſeeing Devices of that Kind were expreſſed in a 
different Stile. As this of Mr. Selen is the only Attempt 
I know of, towards accounting for the Meaning and Pro- 
priety of this Fi igure applied to &. George, and his Con- 
jecture not being ſatisfactory, I have taken the Liberty to 
offer ſome Conſiderations that have occurred to me on this 
Subject; and which perhaps may bring us ſomewhat-nearer 
the Truth, in an Enquiry, that at firſt Sight, does not 
ſeem very intereſting, but which will be found to lead us 


into ſome curious Receſſes of Antiquity ; from which new 
Si | Lights 


4 4 1 
Lights will be drown, to illuſtrate the Sahject of the fol- = 


Join g Papers. 


It is moſt Seebable; that the firſt Shape of Kdolatry i in the 
World, was the Worſhip of the Sun, to which | 
wee led, by all the Motives that could work upon their 


Hopes, and by all the Incitements that ED How from 
Beauty and Beneficence. 

They obſerved, there was not a Plant, 305 an Adel 
but what was e by its Influence - the Earth was 


made fertile by its Warmth, and the Heavens adorned with 


its fingular Brightneſs and DiſtinQion ; and beyond all this, 


they found themſelves chiefly affected by it, in the Pleaſures 


and Enjoyments that the whole World ſu pplied them with; 


that it was from hence they derived Light, and Health, and 
Chearfulneſs, and were delivered from all the noxious Qua- 


lities of the Earth, and the poiſonous Vapours of the Air. 


Whether, * the Sun was conſidered in its Nature 
and Appearances, or felt in its Conſequences and Effects. 
It was too remarkable to paſs in its daily Courſes unob- 
ſerved. The Benefits received from it were ſo manifeſt, ſo 


continual, and ſo intereſting, that it was next to impoſſible 
not to pay a Veneration to what ſeemed the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed, moſt beneficial, moſt beautiful Being in the Uni- 
verſe. Hence in all their Emergencies, the firſt Idolaters 
looked up to the Sun, as the Object of Devotion, and de- 


feribed this Deity to themſelves, according to thoſe ſeveral 
Shapes, by which they ſeemed ta be more particularly 


affected. 
The ſeeming Velocity in its ; daily Revolutions, which 
produced fuch a quick Succeſſion of Light and Darkneſs, 


was a Circumſtance that from * conſtant] y obſerved, 


made 


— 


* * ES ad (0 E WW . 3 
made great Impreſſions upon them, and which the 
Egyptians, who were the moſt enlightened Heathens of 
that Time, deſcribed in their hierogiyphic Language, by a 
Star with a large Pair of Wings'*, as occurs often in the 
Tabula Iſaica, thus. | STR 
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The antient Perfians likewiſe, who had their Name from 


their Employment about Horſes, Paras, or Perſa, d, 
ſignifying a Horſeman, in Token of this Fade of the 
Sun, ſacrificed a Horſe to it, he fwifte/t of Animals to 
the fwifteſi of the Gods, as Herodotus tells us f. In Pro- 


ceſs of Time theſe two Symbols came to be joined toge- 


ther, and the Sun was repreſented ſometimes under the Fi- 
gure of a winged Man on Horſeback, as in No. 2. Tab. I. 
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Alæ Velocitatis Index et Nota, Pignorius in Menſa Iſaica, Content. Tab. 

III. Ale Solis Curſus Velocitatem denotant, Montfaucon, Pag. 367, ad Tab. 

CLXII. Sali accipiter dicatus erat propter Motus Velocitatem, Pierius Val. in 

E 27 ANT ty ri LAHRT As». 
T: To TaXiw r Jewv WaLUT Twv Fvn]ov To ra xi o garten lat, Herodot. in Aio. 

Placat equo Perſis radiis Hyperiona cinftum R 

Ne detur celeri vichma tarda Des. Ovid. 


; * : 
&; . 
* : 6 
© - - F 
TE 
 %+ 
- 4 A 
e 
$ +, $a i 4 - K e Pt — 
* . 4 os 2 „„ en ne r 2 * 


of 


r . 2 
8 DJ: . 


— 


= 
err 3. $4 F 1 R > Ls 


"—_— i . 
r 
2233 24 2 4 „ „ 


— 


Ta. * wa d k f #d OP * 1 ] wed "> * L * 
; 6. wad þ ©--.4 { . * A . 9 » * 
. * % 9 
* an * my * * 
Wr a ww | of 
. 0 „ 
” by Gy * 
hy * — 8 \ 1 
3 . : . % % . 
* * * « 


And from hence quoted by M ontfaucon, Plate 
ſometimes by a Horſeman with a radiated Head, 


N with a Spear, as on a Medal in Ageſbini, thus ||, 


| @ Chiffteti Diſſertatio in Macarii Apiſtopiſton, Ato. Antwerp, 1 567. | 


45 | F 1 | te expliqute. 
"© bi di Antonio Agoſtini ſopra le Medaglie Inſerizzione, ed altra Au- 


adi, E it. Roma, 1736, Dial. quinto, p. 147. 
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n 
| ThipMeta, appel 7 to b Ine the Werbe Wo 
is nadoubtel;adtbing more chan a Bafilidian Amulet or 
Abraxazz Which was wore for Protection againſt Tempeſts. 
This h appears, from the next Figure to it holding a 
Shield, on which i inſcribed ms gg dhe certain Mark of an 


5 


Abmxis, and an the Reverie, Caftor and Pullum, as. Stars 


propitious to Sailors, as Horace intimates, when he calls them 


litida Bidera and: obo Mumtir Stella} Hence it was that 
the Egyprous, imthe [Times iof the Caſaru, uicd this Figure 
at the Head or Stem-of their Ships ag we read in the AA. 
xxVii. ITS! where à Ship Alexandria is aid to have Caſe 
zor and Pollur for its Sion, ragempori that is, they uſed that 
Figure as an Ammlet, becauſe thoſe-Gods were ſuppoſed to 
be tudelar to Sailors; W Guardians of them from Tempeſts. 
Gaffarell, in his Curiofitates nauditie, makes this Obſerva- 
tion on it, that erung exenaplu Lbriſtium Sanforum ina gi- 
vs, im ngvitius Trulla unt, à Remark that it will be pro- 
per to remember, | when weicome'to ſhewꝭ that the Worthip 
of Saints and their Images was derived from the Perſuaſion 
of the Efficacy of Amulets among the. Heathens. The 

Legend ZHNav1M, is one of thoſe unintelligible Words that 
| theſe Impoſtors made uſe of to aſtoniſh the Vulgar; as will 
be ſeen more at large hereafter. - 

As the Dolphin on one Side implied a Tempeſt, which 
they were ſuppoſed to forctel] when o <4 ſwam about the 


Ships ; : 


* Le Medaglie de i 7 arentini, Agoſtini Dial. I. p. 13. 

+ Iao gui dat Fugam Malorum fignificet, Iræneus Lib. II. cap. 67. 
2 Quorum ſimul alba Nautis 
TH Stella refulfit, 
meds Defluit Saxis agitatus Humor, 
Concidunt venti, fugiuntque Nubes, 
Et minax quod fic voluere ponts . 

| Unda recumbit. Horat. Ode 12, Lib. I. - % 
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Ships; ſo of the Reverſe) al 
5 in his Hand anten round tis Þ 
pour: e 5 — | 


- 


eee ds cat, 
dau: 2 nubes, . , 5 * 


This Medal or Amulet, mark with Word TAPAE, 
alluded to the Name of the fabulous Founder of the Ta- 
rantines and Son gf Weptune, all which relates to the 
Occupation of theſe People, wh being Mariners were ex- 
| poſed to Tempeſts; and therefore this Hieroglyphic of the 
Sun was very proper to be the Device upon an Amulet that 


was calculated to be a Defence ag ainfe fs eng Sea: a- 


oy + Men were ®epoſed to. 

But beſides thoſe Repreſentati of the Sun by. a El 
man, with and without Wings, we find the two Symbols of 
Wings and a Joined together with the ſame Significa- 


tion in the Story of Bellerophbon flaying the Chimera, as in 


a Corinthian Colony ; and the _ of e and 1 e- 
08 in the following . 


Ageſti i Lal. V. pag. 130. . 
| + Thid. 
= I Did, Pag · 15 71. 
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this Intaglio in Ago/tinz *, on a Medal of the Syracufians, 


All which were only hieroglyphical Repreſeat 
benign Influences and ſalutary Effeiſts of the 8 
Courſes, as will hereafter appe t. 
This Rapidity of the Sun's Motion, thus e 


the Symbols of Wings and a Horſe, is finely —— 
the Pſalms, where it is deſcribed asmiling'in allies 


* 


and coming like a Bridegroom out of Bis 


m which Eaftern 
of the Sun's ſup- 
the 


rejoicing as a Giant to run his Cour 
Image of a Giant, implying. the Rapidity 
. poſed Motion, that no 4 


thre, or Holi invicto comiti, as on the 
tine and others; ; where invicto feems to ſtand 


3 Worlhip of the 
" beneficial Quali- 
rifying the Air, and diſ- 
that aroſe from the Earth, 
2 — ae een h by the Egp. 
tians, vg from; it angs of the Vile, were ex- 
alations that roſe from that 


| * eee they expreſſed this Benefit 
den of che Sun on the unwholeſome Parts of 
pe; Air, was the Figure of a Man on a winged 


wich 4 Sen © ihrer headed Manſter; by 
| the ws Intunveniencas aud Hany 
oj to M from the Interaperature and 


. | che Air, and which Were ſubdued as it Were, 
* 104 — by the Spear of the Man on Horſebach, i. e. 
of the dun; this was 


oy 


5 * Haw bee nam in Galleni nummii alatus 21 en in- 

Sol Cond. Aug. Pierius Valent. Hierogiyphic. Lib, IV, Equus. 
, the Principle of Evil, under the Figure of a Serpent, is 
yth. Ode I. Top. exarorraxcgarO”, * — centiceps, or With 


called by Vo 
an hundred Heads. 
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was originally the Growth, of Agypt, For Bellerophon in 


the Eaſtern Language ſigniſies Deus /anans, pn , Ba- 
al or Bel ropbe; the God of Healing *, where we may ob- 


from ven, Ghamar, lutoſum eſſe, boggy, marſhy; ſo that 


healthy, Was painted by them, under the Figure which 


they called Bellerophon lay ing the Chimera: From hence it 


paſſed into the Grecian Af; and the Country where they 


placed this Fable was in the maritime Parts of {Lycie, which 


being marſhy and near the Sea, might well be aſſigned by 
Mythology as the Den of the Chimera, according to the 
Etymology of that Word juſt meati 10 
I am aware that Rochus 
L'Hiſtaire du Gel have given Interpretations of the Chime- 
re different from this, .as well as from each other; but that 


it Ggnified the vorious Evis that ariſe from the Intempera- 


ture of the Air and other Cauſes, we may underſtand fron 
the Uſe that is made of this Figure: on the Reverſe of a 


are to learn, chat as Bellærophon ſubdued the yarious Mon- 


ſters that compoſed the Chimera, that is, the Sun purged 


the Air of its 2arinus evil Qualities, and thereby gave 


od 
= = 4 - A . 
: : 
, % * 4 . 1 4 i , ; 
6 — 


4 ſaua Macrob. Saturnal. Lib. J. 
+ Medal. Angeloni, p. 230. No. VI. 


ſerve by the bye, that Bel was allo a proper Name of the 
Sun, given it from being the ſupreme Deity in the Sabaical 
Worſhip of the heavenly Bodies; and Chimera was ſo called 


we ſee how very properly the Action of the Sun on an hu- 
mid vapouriſn Ar, by Which it became wholelome and 


and the ingenious Author f 


Medal of Alærander Severus in Ang eloni t; by which we 


 *® Apollo Medice, Apollo Plan, veſtales irgines ta indigitant. Solis duo maxi- 
wu 2ffeSus, alter quo calm tempenato juuat mortalium vitam, alter que jan ra- 
diarum be vitus immitit; inde Apollo vocatur ini & Wasa, en ah i 

2 6 N F 


— 


and trium phing over the reat Var 


World, the Eaſtern Hieroglyphics, not being underſtood in 


— - 3 & 
i. _ Pi c + _ - d 2 | 5 2 
zety of Vice in his Reign, 


brought Happineſs to Mankind. Of the ſame Kind with 
Bellerophon and Chimera was the Perſeus on a winged Horſe, 


cutting off Medu/a's' Head ſurrounded with Serpents; for 


Perſeus, from wp, Peres, a Horſeman; ſignified the Sun, 


RY 


o 
_- 


and the Head of Meduſa; encompaſſed with Serpents im- 


plied the Malignancy of the Air, 


t was an Enemy to the 


Sreſbing- Floor, for ſo neyin, Medigſa, ſignifies. 


of Wings, by which its rapid Motion was expreſſed, r. 
to have been Images familiar to the Heathen Idolaters, and 


as ſuch are alluded to by the Prophet Malachi, Ch. iv. ver. 


2. But unto you, that fear my Name, ſhall the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs ariſe, with Healing under his Wings. In this 
Paſſage the Prophet promiſes the Coming of Chriſt, as a 
Bleſſing to thoſe that would fear him, and return from Ido- 
latry; and whereas the Sum was the great Object of Wor- 
ſhip, on Account of his benign Influence on the Univerſe, 
ſo he promiſes thoſe that would forſake that Worſhip, that 
the Sum ſhould ſtill ariſe upon them, not the natural Sun 
in the Heavens, but che Sum o, Righteouſneſs, which ſhould 
appear with more advantageous Circumſtances, and with 
ſuch kind of Healing under bis Wings, as would far exceed 
the Effects of the natural Sun, i. e. with more ſubſtantial 
Bleſſings than they could experience from the moſt benign 
Influences of the Luminary in the Heavens. I think I need 


not be particular in pointing out how exactly theſe Images 


in the Prophet correſpond with the abovementioned Opi- 
nions and hieroglyphic Paintings of the Antients. | 
When the Sabaical Religion - "49g farther into the Weſtern 


their 


5). 
their original Senſe, became the Mother of Mythology; and 
the Greels made a e Story of their own, for every Re- 
preſentation, „the original hidden Meaning of which they 
underſtood not; the ſalutary Influences of the Sun they 
acknowledged and adored, but inſtead of keeping to che 


Figure of Bellerophon and Chimera in the Ag yptian Senſe, 


they. ſignified. the ſame Ideas by an Hieroglyphic of their 
own, which. they called Apollo. Killing the Serpent Python ; 
| which. however different in Name and ſome few other Cir- 


cumſtances, yet upon the whole, appears to be in the ſame 


Style, and of the ſame Signification with the former. 
I! don't, recolle& any phyſical Explication of this Fable 
given us by the Greeks; Plutarch indeed mentions the Com- 
| bate of Apollo and Python in JJ. & Ofride, but does not 
tell us what was meant by it. And Homer, in the Hymn 
to Apollo, Bi ves this Reaſon of his Name Pythies: 


- 0 14 nr 
lle albert erb, exe NN 
Avis wc * e og ne As oio. 


Hi autem Regem 
5 * vocant cog nomine, guoniam illic 
Furane, men, vis acuti Solis. 


Let us een * the Explication that Ae gives 
of it, Saturnal. Lib. I. cap. 17. Hinc oft quod attribuitur 
cidem medend poteſtas , quia temperatus Solis calor morborum 
omnium fuga eft . « ... virtutem igitur Solis que curationi 
 preeft Apollinem vocaverunt. Again, divino fervore radio- 
rum veluri ſagittis incidentibus, extenuata, exficcata, enec- 
ta exhalatio interempti Draconis 46 Apolline fabulam fe- 
cit. T his Fable, therefore, of * killing the Python, 

: thus 
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cach of the Rays of che gun in purging'the Air, and dif 
perſing, and as it were deftroying the woxious Exhalations, 
Dom whence we may oObſerve, Firſt," that this' Qualry"of 
Mali; aſcribed in this Senſe to the Sun by che Larin 
Phyſiolcgiſts, is a notable Proof how aptly the Name of 
Belhrophon, or tbe God of Healing, was given to the Sun 
in che hieroglyphical Figure of that Name; "Secondly, that 
as the Dragon Python ſignified only che Exhalations that 
were diſperſed by the purifying Rays of the Sun; ſo the 
Chimera, one Part of which Monſter was a Serpent, phy- 
fically implied the ſame Cauſe of Diſtemper and Infection 
that was chaſed away by the Spear of Belleropbom, i. e. the 
Rays of the Sun. This Putgation of the Air from Infee- 
tion and Diftemper is what was expreſſed by that Hierogly- 
phic that was painted at Hermopolis, where a Hawk, the 
Emblem of the Sun, pounces a Serpent which he ſeizes in 
his Beak and Talons: The Figure af which may be ſeen 
in Pierius Hieroglypb. 206. D. The Explication he gives 
is, that it Gonitied Bola overcome by O/frris, i. e. the good 
Principle prevailing over the evil one, che Sun over the Intem- 
perature of the Earth and Air. We are to obſerve likewiſe, 
that the Python, or what Macrobius calls Draco, was ſo called 
from Perben, which in the Oriental Language fighifies a Sr 
penr. Hence Ovid deſcribes Apolib killing Pyrbos as a Ser- 
Mille quidem fodit telis & pluribus Hyurum. 
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of Belleroplon and Chimera, Per/ous and Meduſa, Apollo 


and Python, the Inclemencies of the Air and noxious Ex- 
FE halations 
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halations were expreſſed by a Serpent; and the Activity of 


the Sun on this lower World, by: means of which the Air 
- is rendered vhaleſome and temperate, hy a Mar on @ wing- 
ed Horſe ſlaying this Serpent. 

Hor he Antients cane to-xegrolent Evil by the Symbol 
tif Heipem/ ſuppoſe inaꝝ be lacbounted for from the an- 
tiadnt Traditions preſerved in the Books of 'Mo/es, of a Serpent 
being the Introdhcer of Evil into the World *, or if that 
ſhonld not be ads 
ghypbic hy the Heathens, it might have takten its Riſe from 
the noxious {Quality of Serpents, to which Creature Mankind 
entertain the greateſt Antipathy and Averſion: And as ſuch it 
may be a very proper Hicoroglyphic of Evil. But whatever 
Reaſon it was owing to, we certainly meet very frequently in 
the: Antients with the ſymbolical Repreſentation of Evil by 
the Figure of a Serpent. Hierius tells us, that Diodorus Si- 
culus per Ser pentem voluminibus implicatum malum inter pre- 


tatur ; and it was upon this Account, that the Furies, or 


 Eumenides,"were painted with Serpents hiſſing from their 
Head, inſtead of Hair. The Giants alſo, by whie 
meant in Mythology that rebellious Pri 


always oppoſed and obſtructed the Operations of Good, were 


deſcribed with their lower Farts of a ſerpentine Nature, as 


Od degra: bine 
Cu um centum qui Howe parabat 
 Tojicere anguipedum ca 111494 brachia cel, 


And in the tna, Way I fo V. Virgil, 
> Bat) His 


/ CC MS 5 


See the ſecond Diſſertation of the Lord Biſhop of London, annexed to 
the Ule and Intent of Prophecy. 


T Pier. Val. r p.. voc. Gigant. 


as. che Original of ſing this Hiero- . 
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But this y mbolical Deſeriptionof Evil in the Weſtern My- 
thology owed its Original, :I-conceive, ta the hjeoglyphical 
Repreſentation of Evil among the Egyptians, n_ whom the 
Principle of Good was called Ofris, and the | 
Evil Typhon; which Word in|Gepric(acco! 
Milliam Barter) ſignifies a Serpent, and was the Hierogly- 
phic for an Enemy; and this agrees with the Obſervation of 
ſeveral learned Men ꝰ, that Bpbon was no other than a 
Tranſpoſition of the Letters 3 in the Word Pyrben, which in 
Hebrew ſignifies an Aſp or Serpent. Thus Typhon,. who 5 
was thruſt down to Tartarus as a Rebel 


5 
a 


| un ewe, was deſeribed by Pindar as a . 0 


and Strabo, Lib. xvi. ſays, that ſome ſuppoſed Typhon'not to 
be a Man, lots Serpent; of which more may be ſeen in the 


Mythology of Matalis Comes, and Moel le Comtæ. Having 
thus ſeen how Typh0n was generally conceived under the Fi- 
gabe or a Serpent ||, let us take a Wien 50 en was meant 


* Genen Serpens vel Aſpis Hebraicè Fe Int. dicitur bine — Boca 
bulo ad Hebraicam v vocem n. Derr. ee autore Ed. Dickin- 


ſono. | 3 ky I 14 * 


Typhon ainfi nommè pour 7 ne en de deux lettres, pour reſembler le na- 
turel de Python tres hideux & tres De Serpent. My e par Noel 
le Comte, Liv. VI. P. 670, 

T Us & ava, wag) ap * . | | 4 1 3 
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Ati ſa lus avaTewuTtl. Pindar, ] Pyth. Ode I. LJ 
] Manilius Afrozomic«n, Lib. IV. cr ls Lim a guipedem Y Poona, 
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under that Name in the Egyptian Theology, as it is 
given us hy Plutarch in the Treatiſe of Js and O/frris. 
In the firſt Place, he is deſcribed as moved with Envy 
and Malice, and perpetrating the moſt wicked and horrible 


Things, putting all Things into Confuſion, and filling both 
Land and Sea with infinite Calamities and Evils *, A- 
gain he ſays, in . Oppoſition. to thoſe that thought that 
only one Appearance of Evil was called Typhon, it is not 
Drought, nor Wind, nor Sea, nor Darkneſs: alone, but e- 
very Part of Mature that is hurtful or dęſtructive belongs 


to Typhon +. In another Place, whatſoever in the Courſe 


of the World is of a regular, fixed, and ſound Conſtitution 
is the Efflux of Otis, or the good Principle; but the paſſi- 
onate, titanic, irrational, and brutal Part of the Soul is 


' Typhon; and what in the corporeal Mature is adventitious, 


morbid, and tumultuous, as irregular Seaſons, Diſtempera- 
tures of Air, Eclipſes of the Sun and Moon, are the Deva f 
tations of Typhon||. Again, all bad and noxious Things, whe- 
ther Animals, Plants, or Paſſions, were ſuppoſed to be the 
Works, and Members, and Motions of Typhon $; and what- 


ſoever in the Courſe of Mature was intemperate or diſorderly, 


8 


through any Exceſs or Defect, was aſcribed to Typho 
| IE r Thus 


* e, jay ao Obous X24 durpereing tięſa c ſo, x28 Wavla woahuala, raga as 


tut AE XXXKWwv VIV Ops TE Naben x. JI @Axoav. Plutarch. de Iſid. & Oſiride, Edit. | 


Steph. p. 644. gf | 

Fic. ae avXmey ude avijucy udt ga uit oxol©> A wav ooo n Oi ow 
ſ2>.aCepov xa Sag exe H, T8 TPwO? tiv. Ibid. 657. 1 
I.. + « Ten de, Tns qu, ro wah nix, xa Ta, xa A, xo epraAnc or 
ru de (wpalns ro tnnxAnloy, xa varwdic, xa THeaxTiNo aß g,, x fur! EATIRUS, X24 
xg1þ50w naw, xar aÞaviopuos (Cemms, en exdropes xa TPwes, Tbid. 661. 

8. Tala xa Soc, x Ola, c Taln r Pavan, x BN Ega, e tel, X&Xs 


uten, xai xumuala, Ibid. 662. 
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Mythol. Lib. VI. p. The 


Thus hy Beines d deſeribed 15 Thphen;/ Ty which, as 
we have ſeen above, was underſtood a great Serpent, all 
Manner of Evil that prevailed in the World to the Diſtur- 
bance of Mankind, in the Diminution of Beauty, Order, 
and Happineſs; and among the reſt, bir, that we have par- 
ticularly taken notice of, the Diftemperature of «the Ain, 
which Circumſtance is alſo aſcribed to Typhon in the Mytho- 
logy: of Le Comte *. It appears from hence, without mul- 

g Authorities, which are very frequent in antient My- 
En 096 , that Evil in general, and the Intemperature of the 


— in particular in the Argument before us, was very _ | 
perly expreſſed by the Figure of a Serpent. 

We have thus traced this Figure through the Theology 
of the Egyptiaus, Greeks, and Latins, and ſhewn what was 
_ principally intended by the hieroglyphic Device of a Man 

on en Horſeback 1laying a Serpent or Dragon. We {ſhall pro- 
ceed now into the Theology of the Bafilidians, who from 
their Maſter Bafilides, an Alexandrian, in the Reign of A. 
drian affected to form a Religion out of Paganiſm, Judaiſm; 
and Chriſtianity; in which Medley, the heatheniſh Sabaical 
Culte of the Sun was the principal Part, and the ſeveral 
Shreds of ſudaiſm and Chriſtianity tacked to it, ſerved to 
amuſe and impoſe upon thoſe, to whom they defired to re- 
commend themſelves under either of thoſe Perſuaſions, ac- 
cording as the Perſon they ſought to gain was inclined to 
either one or the other Religion. They were in fact Hea- 
thens that had laid a Plan for making themſelves important 
and Leaders of a Sect; and to this Purpoſe profeſſed Magic 


1 miſterious Language in order to ſucceed better on 
weak 


* Les autres prennent Typhon pour une 28 a" air i pefileial Le nr 
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work and cutious Minds * *. As RY were Ch of E. 
gypþt, they retained after. the Culte of their Country, the - 


Sun as their ſupreme Deity, and on their Charms or Amu- 
lets, which was the moſt profitable, and therefore the moſt 
regarded Part of their Religion, they engraved all the mon- 


— ſtrous Variety of Eg yptian | Deities, with Fews , Greek, 
and barbarous Inſcriptions; barbarous, both with Reſpect to 
the Language and Character. To theſe they gave a _miſte- 


rious Name of their own forming, and called them Abraxas. 
The Uſe of them was, that being wore on any Part of the 
Body, by the Influence and Protection of the Sun, under 
which they were conſecrated, and with whoſe. Symbols they 
were  engraven, they had Power to cure Diſeaſes, avert 
Danger, procure Victory, and in ſhort, were ſuppoſed effi- 


cacious againſt a/l the Accidents, Infirmities, or Evils of 


human Life. Theſe Amulets, thus fabricated with-either 
Symbols or Inſcriptions W to the Sun, they inſcribed 
with its Name in Hebrew, Sbemeſb; Phre, in Perfic; 


, in Greek; as may be ſeen at large in Chiſfletiuss Diſ— 


fertation on the Abraxas +, and Mont faucon |. And left 
any divine Energy might be wanting to compleat the Vir- 
tue of theſe Adtwlets, they often inſcribed n with Iau, 


2 for 


* Utuntur imaginibus, incantationibus & imvocationibus,  Irzneus de Sarurni- 
no & Gnoſticis. 


Hebraica nomina ſuperfanter ut fupori font vel perterreant eas qui Hos 


ras eacabaſa eanaa irrauriſta, Harbada, cacotaba fobor camelent b. Iræn. 
. e. 16. 
Barbaro ſimplices quoſque terrentes ſono, ut quod non inteligant Plus mirentur. 
Hieron. Epiſt. XXIX. ad Theodoram. _ 

. 855 Macarii Apiſtopiſt. cum Commentar. Jes. Cbifetii, &c. Ato. e 
105 

U Montfaucon Antiq. Explig. Tom. II. Part 2. particularly, Plate 162. p- 


368, where the Sun is repre ented by a Man with two, four, and ſix Ws | 


to denote its Tapid Motion, 


3 


Wy 
A 
* 
* 
3 \ 
4 5 
wy 
72 
* 
* 
& * 
Ac . 
4 * 
| 1 
„ 
LJ 
* 
4 2 
. 3 . 
f N H 
1 = l 
3 1 
1 4 
9 0 x : 
| * 
* - 1 
* 
4 
#4 I 2 
— * 
* ; A 
(+ : 
* 
[2 


1 


* = - * Þ ; 
7 * — 
* 9 4 6 
- " pa : wy 0 
4 N > " . 
— 1 
* , 
% . : - l 
Fl - — ; K 1 | 1 
> +.- 
* * - A * 
* a ww - 
N = 
A = a þ 
AK 
N 0 


and on the Reverſe,” As pa ve 5 


for Jehovah; Adonai, Solomon Sabao, and other venerable 
Theology; as in Mont faucon, Plate 


* 


164, in old Greek 


Sbpatzctg, Pohl Ouſgia Habana uwe ra xax d Tao, rar 95 


Adonai, Boly Mame, propitious Powers, keep Vibia Paulina 


from every evil Demon. And in another, Plate 147. No. 


1. the Sun is repreſented by the Emblem of a Cock's Head, 
view, gie me Favour and 
Fory And on another, Plate 166. No. T. vas Tow, Il. 
thou bat conquered. In Plate 167. they had recourſe to 
Chriſtianity,” as appears by one of their Amulets, which in 
Front has the radiated Head of a Man and a Whip imply- 
ing the Sun, and on the Reverſe, EICVYC XRECTVS FABRIE 


ANANIE AME, Feſus Cbriſtus Gabriel Anania Amen. In 
this and other Inſcriptions, beſides the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 


it is to be obſerved, that they made uſe of the Names of 
Angels known under the Jewiſh and Cbriſtian Diſpenſation, 
as Michael, Gabriel, Raphael; but beſides theſe, the bet- 

ter to carry on their Impoſture and amaze the Vulgar, they 
invented other barbarous Names of Angels, ſuch as Ana- 
niel, Pins Projerael, Cuftiel, and a thouſand others of 

the ſame Jargon; a Liſt of which may be ſeen in Mont- 


faucon, p. 337. Part II. 


Theſe were Names they gave to their ſuppoſed ch d,, 
or propitious Powers, from whom they hoped for Protec- 
tion, as appears by the Words pft dapuhaes, and ſuch like, 
and were undoubtedly the Angelorum potentium nomina ex 
adytis Ag yptiorum that are mentioned by Arnobius. This 
Recourſe for Protection and Defence to Angels, with whoſe 


Names they inſcribed their Amulets, is a direct Conſequence 


; 1 a ' | Sf | $7.4 4-0 : | : | of 


/ 


. bY 
of one of their main Principles, nicks Was, that the World. 
was made by Angels, and particularly Man *.; therefore 
nothing could be more natural, according to thee nee 
than to apply to thaſe Angels for Help and Protection in 
all Caſes, to . they aſcribed their very Being and Crea- 
tion; and it is obſervable that it is from this Sect, that we 
retain the Expreſſion of a Guardian Angel to this Day. 
It is very probable, that this Superſtition brought into hs 
Welt. . Marcus r un Diſciple of Bafilides, continued to 
| ity much longer than Hiſtories take notice 
of; dasses in a Council heid at Name by Pope Zachary, 
an. 745 it was forbid to give any other, Names to Angels 
than theſe three, Michael," Gabriel, and Raphael. And Bs 
Emperor Charles the Great, in his Capitularies, ordains, 
ignota Angelorum nomina, nec fingantur. nec nominantur, ni 
illorum faut, babemus i in ee hi De hong Gabriel, 
Denn ne 2901911 Sion e als 7 
It ſeems 1 bent, 1 Mubzitude by: bidde An 
Ky encreaſed to ſuch an Exceſs, as that it became neceſſary 
to prohibit, by Law, any Acknowledgement, or Names of 
any other than thoſe three that are mentioned in the 
Scriptures and the Apocrypha; and what was this Uſage 
here guarded againſt both by the Decrees of a Council as 
Hereſy, and the imperial Laws as a Nuſance to Society, but 
theſe ſuperſtitious Practices of the Baflidians, who in con- 


ſequence of their firſt Principle, That the World was 
created 


A 


2 E angelis mundum fatum, 8 omnia quæ in eo. Hominem aulen an- 
gelorum e fadturam. Irenæus, c. 22. & paſſim. | 
. Refert Ireneus vir apoſtolicorun temporum & Papiæ auditoris n, ite Fo- 
annis di ſtipulus Epiſcopus Lugdunenſis; quod. Marcus quidam de Bafſilidis Gnoſtici 
feirpe deſcendens, primum ad Gallias venerit, & eas partes per quas Rhodanus & 
Garumna fluunt, ſua dofirina maculaverit. HFieron. * 29. ad Theodoram. 
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- cheated by Angels, pit all Events attendant on human 3 
under the Guidance and Direction of ſeparate Angels, to 
whom they gave -barbarous Names ; according to their 


on Fancy and 1 magination, and thereby propagated that 
Gnoſtic: ine condemned by St. Paul to the Coloſſians, 


c. ii. 18. when he warns them to take heed of Deceivers, 


who would come to them eee a 
and wor ſoipping of Angels: ac 3. 361 £4 Foe, ad | 

y this time I expe che Reader te be tired with a De 
tail that may ſeem at firſt Sight perhaps very little to the 
Purpoſe; but it will not be found ſo foreign to our Subject, 
if it be conſidered, that as theſe People were originally . 

gyprians, and engraved the Hieroglyphics of their antient 
Theology on their Amulets, it is neceſſary to premiſe this 


* H, Ny; 


ſhort "Hiſtory of them, in order to ſhew the Continuation 


of the Figure of a Horſeman ſaying a Serpent, as a Sym- 
bol of the Sun and its victorious Influences on Infection 
and Diſtemper, on their Amulets or Abraxas; and likewiſe 


to account for its paſſing thence 1 into the Idolatry of the 


Church of Nome. 
To this Purpoſe then, we fo the follow ng Amulet or 
Abraxas i in Mentifaucon, Plate 173. No. 3 | 


* The 


Uuntur imaginibus & invecatienibus & reli univerſe parerga; nomina 
guædam affingentes quaſi angelorum. Iræn. lib. i. c. 23. 

4 Ab animalibus abſtinent, perfetta e abſtinentia ſeducentes multos, L. 
ren. 1. E. 22. | 
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The Device on one” is a Horſcman g with a Spear 
a Serpent that lies under him, with the Letters lar on one 
Side, which I take to be a Corruption of the Word me, 
the Sun, which on the other Side is deſcribed by a Star of 
fix Points, from whence theſe Abraxas Were called Soles 
Bafiliaiani. | 

The Meaning of this Device was, that as the Sun in this 
Symbol ſubdued Diſtempers and Diſeaſes that aroſe from 
noxious Qualities in the Air, ſo the Wearer of this Amulet 
ſhould, under the Protection of the great Deity, the & un, 
be able in like Manner to triumph over his Enemies: From 
whence it appears, that this was a Tal/man for V, Hory; for 
which end it was cuſtomary to wear them, as is evident from 
the Inſcriptions 4. js x= xa: war, grant me Favour and Vic- 
zory, and Naas In, above mentioned. 

That this was an Amulet of the Bafilidians ſeems to by 


| beyoo Dou bt, from the Mixture of Paganiſm and Chri- 


ſtianity 


Solis ſigillum exiſtimabatur bominem facere ſapientem, gravem, * VIC- 
torem hoſtium, &c. Strozzi Cicogna de potentia planetarum. 
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bug the A rs of Wis! rhox 9 affected to 
make 8 'of Pi am, and Chriſtia- 
nity. That eis is certain en ag. ena en 
; upon; . © FC ita 6 1 5 he Top of 
tirely G Kiftfan, zue ma gather fr m a like Fi- 

ie EEE of a Medal of. Mojorianus,. where the . 


s the Form 


, e i in his left Hand 

8 18 e aa a”; om by whi 

18. meant the Victo Y « b unn iſtianity in hi he Time na 

hence we may ſee Tp the bye the Original of the Hilts of 

Swords being made i 85 antient Times in the Form of a . 
a Proof 0 of Kit | 


per 1 pon gd and his Spear 


| | om occurs in the Account of the 
Fremen y 1, of a King of Spain's knighting himſelf with a 
Sword ade aft er the Form of 4 Croſs +. By which ſeems 
to be ſignified, that Victory was to be hoped for by the 


Wearer of that Sword, under the Influence of the Crofs, i in 


the ſame Manner as it Was promiſed to Conſtantine by the 
of; ] r £443 3-£8 
miraculous Inſcription ON it, o n mus, by means of this 


Croſs you ſhall conquer. 
Me have here ſeen the Sun under the Figure of a Horſe- 

man ſubduing the peſtilent Effects of umyholeſome Air, 
| . trepreſented 


£ 


v Agoſtini, Dial. i. p. 18. 2 Tana! Ives : 
I See Aſhmole, out ot Ambrofius Morales Chron, Hiſpan. p. 36. 


— 2 A 
4 4 
0 
| a 
ion of Sigs 
2 f 
lection ot Sig. 
„8 3 
5 SLES: | 
- y T 1 . FI 1 _ 
4 13 +. a2; F.. 
LITE 201A VE 88 | 
. ® " FE þ + «4A x N 7 ö - A | 
N by: $21 . N 1 
RP - 4.45 44 22 2 N 2 5 — 4 — 
> * 5 ! : : 
— * 7 [ gs *, b# > * 3 
- * « Aa A IS $1 1 +. 2 £4 + % 2 * 
85 * 1 - l 
SLY _ Way Wr N 


2 1 EA en. 1 
141 7 A E : els | 1 hy - 


. 


* 
_ 


(36) 
Toer de ſnl rho f Wis a e Dink of, a Bilrer 
Tie eee, much wore, > and in many Reſpecks defaced, | 


being, as one thay reaſonably imagine, about f 2:0r /1:300/ 
On Ns. 1. in Front is iking 


perm gy in Lan guage and 3 . and abs 
may be called Epbeſan Letters, except the Words NIK HC 
MIXXIA, was M.,, where the Letter X in nA, ſtanding 
for A, is formed after the Hebrem & corrupted into X, as 
may be ſeen in e nes, in Get Abraxas Anubis, 


under the Ho 2 85 
theſe Abraxas 


„ 1 er Plates is 4 Hale r= which they 
were nh 05 a String about the Neck, or other Part 


of the Wear wy 1 and by the Werd NIK TIC, legible 
on them all, it Jes 42 11 they were wore as Amulet for 


ght, that theſe equeſtrian Figures 
122 of St. George. If that be 
granted, 


85 The Abraxas were inſcribed frequently with the Word Iaw for Jebovab, 
OP as Irenaus tells us, Iao eum 96 dat fugam malorum /ignificat, Iren. 
Ub. U. x. 67. 
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to 0 any aer as than the Horſeman laying | 
Serpent; che very Attitude of the Figure ſpeaks it. 

lt may be obſerved here, that under the Horſe the Words 
MOC'KLA'are legible; of which I cannot OE Inter- 
pretation. All that I intend by the Mentlef b this Cir- 
cumſtance here, is to ſhew, that under the Horſe; 'on the 
" Abraxas Taras before- mentioned, p. 8. we ſee likewiſe the 
Word KA, wich probably had ſome Relation to the In 


fluences of the Sun; and which may be preſumed to be 


ſignified by the Horſe on this Amulet, as it was confeſſedly 


21 bar on the other, as 1.4 by the Nimbus round. the 


Fead of the Ride. 
This Abraxas was that which I am. inclined: to think was 


Galle Peres, in that Paſſage wherein St. Jerome mentions 
the different Sorts of theſe Portentoſa femulacbra, Corax, 
Mipbus, Milos, Leo, Perſes, Helios Bromius Pater *. For 
this Worſhip of Mirbras, to which all theſe Figures be- 


Tonged, was a \Perfian Culte; and as they conſecrated a 


Horſe to the Sun in token bf its fwift Motion, ſo the E- 
gyptian Cnoſtics expreſſed it by the Hieroglyphic of a Horſe- 
man, which in their Language was z, Peres or Per/a, 
froth whence the fabulous Perſeus; it is from this Relation 


of Horſes to the Sun, that we read of Horſes of the Sun 


among the idolatrous 26 ere of the wr. ad OP, 


22 Kings Xxxiii 11. 


As Epbeſian Letters Rabe dern n it will not be 


, amil to mew what v was meant by them. 'T W were cer- 


ry _ 
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200 he Nenn annos propinguus e Gratchus Mebilitaten patriciam N 
nomine, cum prefetiuram gereret urbanam, nonne ſpecum Mithre, & omnia por- 
tentoſa ſimulachra, quibus Corax, Nipbus, Miles, Leo, Perſes, Helios Bromius 
Pater initiantur, ſubvertit, fregit, exullit. Hieron. Epiſt. ad Lætam. 
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tain arbitrary odd Characters in {cribed on Amulets , or 
_-uſed- in magical Operations to ſurprize and aſtoniſh the 
Vulgar, who were taught to believe, that they contained 
this Virtue in them, that whoeyer:wore them, were ſure of 
Hidlory in whatever: Encounters they engaged. To this 
Purpoſe Suidas relates a Story, that when a Milgſian at the 
to prevail oyer his, Antagoniſt, becauſe he had Ephgſſan 
Letters about his Neck; which as ſoon as the Ephefran was 


ſtripped of, he fell. How theſe Characters came to he called 


Epbeſian is a Queſtion, that has produced many; Conjectures, 
but nothing ſatisfactory, ſo they need not be recitet. 
Thus far we have ſeen the Activity of the Sun's Rays in 
diſperſing the Vapours, and as it were ſubduing unwhole- 
ſome Exhalations, repreſented by a Horſeman ſtriking with 
a Spear a Serpent, on the Hieroglyphie of the Egyptianc, 
in the Mythology of | the Greeks and Romans, and on the 
Abraxas or Amulets of the Bafilidian Gnoſtics; which laſt, 
as, the whole Figure bears the Air of Conqueſt, wore: that 
Device on their Amulets in Hopes of obtaining V ifory,. - 
We know not preciſely when it was, that theſe Gnoſtic 


Impieties ceaſed, but this we are certain of, that though _ 


they were not uſed in the Heighth of their original Profane- 
+ nels, yet we have very evident Traces of them in the ninth 
tularies of Charles the Great before- mentioned. And in- 
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fr 7249, Clem. Alexandr. Strom. Lib. Kn. 
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Olympic Games wreſtled with; an Ephæſian, he was not able 
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deaf Montfautn got Dy a ſup 
tinue don to the later Ages of 'Chri janity *; which we 
ſhall} ſee fully proved in the Sequel. For when Paganiſm 
gave way and fled before the Goſpel, the Superſtition that 
-aroſe from the Worſhip of the Sun and Sabaical Culte did 
not entirely die away. It diſappeared in a great Meaſure as 
to its Externals, but kept its Ground conſiderably in the 
Minds of Men who had long been uſed to expect Help and 
Protection from the heavenly Bodies, and were prejudiced 
in Favour of that eaſy Way of obtaining it oy _— A- 
mulets and Charms for that Purpoſe.” 

It has been. before obſerved, that the Ba flidian Culte 
was a-Complex of Heatheniſm, Judaiſm, and Chriſtianity: 
From the two laſt of which they adopted the Doctrine of 
Angels, to whom they aſcribed the Creation, and conſe- 
quentiy the Preſervation of the World; and for that Rea- 
ſon addreſſed themſelves to them, to avert all Danger, and 
bleſs them with all Kinds of Happineſs and Proſperity. 
When therefore the groſſer Parts of Heatheniſm, the Wor- 
ſhip of the Sun, ceaſed, the Worſhip of Angels, which 
was blended into the Bafilidian Culte with that of the Sun, 
ſtill remained, upon Pretence, that Reverence to Angels 
was warranted by the Scriptures of the Old and New Tet- 
tament. And as the S.S. mention Michael the Archangel 
contending with the Devil, they took this as a ſufficient 
Authority for uſing that Device on their Amulets. Hence 
Gold Coins were ſtamped with the Image of St. Michael 
fllaying a Dragon, as we ſee on ſome of the Coins of our 
Henrys, down to the Eighth of that Name; Br wang 

| ence 


wo Montf. Antiq. Expliq. p. 378. 
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they were ſufpende; and not only Thdivi 
doms alſo Were from this Perſuaſion put Under His enge 


tion and Fatronage; and military Orders inſtituted to his 
Honour in Naples and France, where, in the Preamble te 


- 


0 31 TV i RR 
chal called Angels, and wore as Amulets about People's 8 
Necks, as appears by the Hole in moſt of them, by which - 


the- Patent of Inſtitution of the Order of t. Michael, bo, 
he is ſtiled [Monfreur” ge. Michael premier bee; in Me- 


| mory of whoſe Proweſs, they invoked his Aſſiſtance to en- 


able them to triumph over their Enemies, 'as he conæuered 


the Enemy of Mankind; and for che Purpoſe of conveying 


this Power, they wore on a Collar his F ere; 
down on the Breaſt. We may hence {ee 
military Orders, which was no other than a 8e 


„Which hung 
of Men, 


who” put themſelves under the Protection of af Angel or 
Saint, by whoſe ee Wine they” ese Vie- 


tory over their Enemies. 


Perhaps it may be ſald, chat this Infiitutionwis founded 
on Chriſtian Principles in Honour of an Angel acknowledged 
by Chriſtians. It is granted that the Angel is acknowledged 
by Chriſtians, but Chriſtianity does not any here allow of 
the 1 of Angels, or the leaſt Dependance on them, 


or any thing ele for Protection and Help; this would be vol 
bing God of his Honour, and Derogatory to his fole and 
abſolute Dominion. 80 fa from it, that we have ſeen St. 
Paul cautioning the firſt Chriſtians againſt this very Delu- 
ſion. 80 that, although the Angel be admitted to be re- 
ceived out of Judaiſm into Chriſtianity, yet the Worſhip,- | 
or the Reliance on it for Protection and Aﬀiſtance, is purely- 
Baflidian, founded in their Doctrine of the Power of An- 
gels, which alſo laid the Foundation of another Error of 
the 


viduals,” but King- 


the Original of 


en, 00 E dy 
the like Nature in, the Church of Rome as we ſhall = . 
The Growth ft = of 5 dead * pee 
. 2 nete certain Wan 5 
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N Tine char those Impieties were 5 — 
nanced and forbid,, the Church of Nome was beginning to 
7nn0Ue my g up Deluſions inſtead of ſound Doc- 
dine. Horry noe \knows the Diſputes raiſed in the Bighth 


t the Doctrine of worſhipping Sai 


| | Help from them 3 
the i Avex Church found that a proper Time, to ſet up a 
ine of the fame Tendency, but under another 
N mh for as the Gnoftits taughtia Dependanee en Angels, 
on and Aſſiſtance in all the Affairs of Life, Which 
iſe of multi tiplying the barbarous Names of then 
der RG] Degree, ſo as to be forbid by Authority; 
--. 10 nan ow In took! ,Care to Hill up that Vacancy 1 In, 
the Minds of, weak . Men, by introdueing the Morſbip of 
Saints, inſtaad o, Angels, and teaching that the Saints. 
had all Power o L Protedtion and Defence of their Votaries, 
in the ſame Manner as the Angels were ſuppoſed to have 
had before. Thus, to uſe the Expre {hon of the Author of 
the Memoirs of the Houſe of Brandenburgh, the Niches of 
the Ba/tlidians uſt emptied of their ĩdolatrous Angels, were 
ſoon filled with Saints of every K ind, and new Errors ſtept 


into 


11 
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into the Place of thoſe of Antiquity that had juſt been as 


8. 


This one would conceive to be the true original of Saint - 


Worſhip in the Church of Rome: And for theſe Reaſons; 
Firſt,” becauſe the Decay of the one and the Riſe of the 
other, fall in about the ſame Period; Secondly, becauſe the 
fame. Addreſſes that were made to Angels during the Ba- 


lidian Superſtition, ' we ſee afterward transferred to Saints 


under the Roman; Thirdly, the ſame Protection and Defence 


that was expected from Aimulets inſcribed with the Names 


of Angels, was ſought for from the Religues of Saints and 


their Images in the Church of Rome; Laſtly, all the Aſſiſ- 


tance, Proſperity, or Victory that a Baſilidian could hope 


for from the Virtues and Influence of St. Michael, or any 


other Angel, inſcribed on an Amulet, the Roman Bigot ex- 
pected from the Image of St. Mauritius, or St. Sebaſtian, 
or St. George carried about him. From whence we may 
conclude with great Probability, that the Roman Saint-Wor- 
ſhip was a Succedaneum to the Baſilidian Worſhip of An- 
gels, and their Doctrine of Amulets. If this Opinion ſhould 
ſeem ſingular and novel, I would defire the Reader to look 


back on what Gaffarelli Curiofitates inaudite, p. 111. has 


long ſince obſerved, that it was from the heatheniſh Prac- 
zice of placing their Dii Averrunci by way of Taliſman on 
rhein Ships that the Chriſtians uſed their Saints for the ſame 
Purpoſe. Rue omnes figure Taliſmanice non tam ad ma- 
lum vitandum, quam commodum aliguod adipiſcendum erant 


comparatæ; eorum exemplo Chriſtiani ſanctorum imagines. 
in navibus collocaverunt, Now, if the Chriſtians of the Romiſh 
Communion put the Figure of their Saints on their Ships in 


Imitation of the Heathens, who uſed their Gods by way of 
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* Anwitet & in the ſame Manner for the ſake of Protection and 


Defence; we have all the Reaſon to think, that they uſed 


ſdtem allo upon all other Occafions; and where the Hea- 
tens had recourſe to their Mnleti in the ſame Caſe they 


applied themſelves to their Saints. If the firſt be true, for 
which we have the Authority of a Romiſh Bigot, and 


the high Probability of the Thing itſelf, then the Preſump- 
tion is very ſtrong, which ſuggeſts that the Doctrine of No- 


man Saint-Worſhip and the Efficacy of Reliques was origi- 
nally founded in the Bajidian Worſhip of Angels and the 
Superſtition of Amulets. But however this may be, with 
Regard to the Reaſon of the Thing, it was in fact from a 
Perſuaſion exactly ſimilar with the Baſlidian Truſt in their 
Angels and Amulets for Help and Deliverance, that the 
Engliſb applied themſelves to St. George « as their Patron and 
Protector, and wore his Image. n 

As to the Hiſtory of this Saint, nothing certain can be 
depended upon; ſome fay he ſuffered in the Perſecution 
under Diocletian in Palefiine; ſome ſuppoſe. him to be the 
ſame with George the Arian, who endeavouring to force 


himſelf into the See of Alexandria, in Oppoſition to Atba- 


»afius, loſt his Life in the Attempt; and there ſeems to be 
ſome Foundation for this Opinion, ſeeing there was a Time 
when this Arian George was reckoned a Martyr, and had 


his Place in the Raman Martyrology, till Pope Gelafrus, in 


a Synod at Reme, 494, ſtruck him and fome others off the 
Liſt, becauſe the Accounts of their Martyrdom ab hereticis 
perhibentur e e Thus far Gratian . There is 
alſo another Circumſtance that ſeems to favour the Opi- 


nion that George o the IN was = Arias ane and 
chat 


0 Gratian. Concil. ad ann. 494. 
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that is, that i in an old Saxon 8 hz Mr. Sei- 
den believes by the Hand and Language to be about the 

Time of St. Dunstan, this George, whole Feſtival was then 
placed on the 23d of April, as at this Day, is ſaid to have 
ſuffered under the Emperor Datianus. Baronius ſays the 
ſame of this Arian George, that he ſuffered under Datia- 
nus a Perfian King *, as appears from an antient MS. in 
the Vatican. Now as both agree in the Circumſtance of 
ſu iffering under Datianus, there i is ſome Reaſon. for that O- 
pinion that the Arian George was the ſame with him whoſe 
Feſtival was placed on the 23d of April. Beſides, as Mr. 
Selden ſuppoſes Datianus to be a Corruption of Diocletianus, 
and offers his Reaſons; if Recourſe be had to Corruption, 


tit will not be improper to take notice, that the firſt Letter 


in the Word Datianus in the Saxon Martyrology is D, 
which in Saxon ſtands for Th; fo that, inſtead of „ ky 
the real Word will be Thatianus, (for enough from any Re- 
ſemblance to Diocletianus,) but a very eaſy and natural Cor- 
ruption of Athanaſius. 80 that the George of the Saxon 
Martyrology, whoſe Day is the 23d of April, will appear 
to ſuffer by means of Atbanafius, which will agree perfectly 
with the Story of the Arian George. But whether our St. 
George was the Arian, or whether he was a real Perſon or 
not, for that is a Matter not ſettled among the Learned +; 

it is however certain by very antient Teſtimonies, that by 


pg: was _ early and very much regarded in the Eaſt; 
Fee „ 


Baron. ad Merge! Rome: 2 3 April. | RA 8 

+ Plufienrs croyent que il (St. George) #'a jamais = 1 Hiſt. Eccleſ. 
Tom. II. ſub an. 327. p. 172. Stilling fleet againſt Goodwin, p. 376. Baron. 
in 23 April. Martyrol. Roman. Pifurs illa S. Georgii qua effingitur eques arma- 
tus gui haſte cuſpide Draconem interficit * Pins quam * . 5 
opinor, expreſſam eſſe imaginem. 
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chat they uſed to repreſent him on Horſeback at the Time 
of HAadronicur Senior, and before, we learn from the Hiſ- 
torian Micepborus Gregoras, who tells us, that one Night, 
ben all the Guard was ſet, "there was Heard à great Meigb- 
ing of Horſes about tbe Palace, which when the Emperor 


ſent to enquire the Reaſon of, the Meſſenger brought Word; 


that he heard no other neighing than what came from the 
Horſe that St.George was painted upon near the Chapel of the 
Virgin Mother, by Paulus a famous antient Painter; and 
a little after it z5 ſaid, that there was a Tradition that this 
ſame Horſe had neigbed before a Calamity that befel that City. 
Who this Paulus was, or when he lived, I cannot find, but 
as he is ſaid to have painted this n-x=,, antiently, we may 
ſuppoſe it was no new Invention in his Time, which will 
carry us back probably into that Period, when the Baſlidian 
Figures were in Uſe, and from whence this of St. George 
might have been imitated; for the greateft Advocates for 
the Church of Rome acknowledge, as we have ſeen above, 
the one, that St. George was no real Perſon; the other, that 
his Figure ſtriking a Dragon with a Spear was to be thought 
rather ſymbolical, than any Part of his true Hiſtory; and 
if it be ſuppoſed, that this equeſtrian Repreſentation of him 
relates to his ſpiritual. Conqueſt, as a Martyr and Soldier 
under the Banner of Cbriſt; it has been obſerved already, 
that in the Expreſſion of that Idea on the Medals of Con- 
fantine and Majorianus, and the Enſign of the Order of 
St. Michael, as alſo the Coins impreſſed with that Device, 


the Victor is always on Foot, treading on the Enemy of 
„ Arnnoe udn when 1 os Wage ru ir Tv Yeſgappunrs Weg ma ron ro 


ge ru evxTngis rng Wowors Geology — % Acſo ruſſen ty D M Tel 
Tv Xeu5ns Wa rupees tie ſag ai WA Hava tx 0 ov guſpaPuy agg. Niceph. 
Gregoras, Hiſt, Lib. VIII. 85 N 53 
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5 Mankind under the Figure of a Serpent; ſo. chat as no | 
Reaſon can be aſſigned from this Circumſtance. why he Gr CM 
ſhould be painted on Horſeback, we muſt Ne look B 
elſewhere for the Original of that Device. 
We have already ſeen how the antient Be print, N 
F das and Greeks from them, expreſſed the Sun by an Hie- 
roglyphic of - a Man on Horſeback; and its ſalutary Quali- 
ties in purifying the Air, by Saying a Serpent, that lies con- 
quered under him. We have ſeen likewiſe, this ſame Fi- 
gure adopted into the Religion of the Baftidians, who be- 
ing originally Egyptian, among the other Hieroglyphics of 
their Country, with which they inſcribed their Amulets, 
uſed alſo that expreſs Figure which we now call St. George 
ſlaying a Dragon, and which they wore in Hope and Ex- 
pectation of Victory. From theſe Bafilidian Gneoftics 
the Romiſb Church, when they ſet up Saint- Worship, bor 
rowed the Figure of this Amulet, and called it St. George, 
becauſe it carried the Air of Conqueſt, and might fitly re- 
preſent the Triumphs of this ſuppoſed Martyr over the E- 
nemy of Mankind. Whereas in Reality it was no more 
than an Amulet formed upon the Principles of the Egyp- 
tian Theology, as has been before largely obſerved. As . 
therefore the Heathens hoped for Victory and other Shapes 5 
of Happineſs from the ſuppoſed Virtues and Influences of 
| theſe Amulets, thus inſcribed with this Egyptian Hierogly- 
phic, ſo the Chriſtians of the Romiſb Church hoped for Pro- 
tection and Victory, by wearing this ſame Figure appro- 
Priated to St. George, who in Archbiſhop Chichely's Conſti- 
tution for the Obſervance of his Day, 1415, 3 Hen. V. is 


called Patrono & Protectore Mationis Aaglicæ, Cugus inter- 
ceſſoris præſidio, ut indubitanter credimus . . . & inter- 
N ventu 


8 


. Ca) 
ventu nedum gentis Angligene armata militia, contra in- 
curſus - hoftiles bellorum tempore tata reperitur, ſed & cleri 
. pugna Militaris in ſacræ Paris otio, ſub tanti Patroni ſuf- 
1 fragio celebriter roboratur. From whence it plainly appears 
3 3 8 that it was the common Opinion, that he Engliſh Wation 
= - | were under the Tutelage and Protection of St, George with 
= | regard both to their temporal and ſpiritual Warfare: This 
: | being the Caſe, it is no wonder to find a military Sodality 
acting under the Perſuaſion of the Influences, and wearing 
the Figure of their mighty Protector, from whom, by ſo 
doing, they expected Help and Preſervation, and Victory. 
Now if we turn our Eyes towards the Practice of Amulets 
among the Heathens or Gnoſtics, we ſhall find that this was 
the preciſe Reaſon at all Times, and among all Perſuaſions, 
for wearing them. . | xt 
What the ſuppoſed Efficacy of wearing his Figure and 
Preſence might be, we may gather from the many Advan- 
tages and Deliverances that were to attend even calling upon 
his Name; the old Saxon Martyrology, before mentioned 
2 the 23d of April, introduces St. George making In- 
terceſſion to Chriſt, that © whoſoever ſhould keep his Me- 
© mory on Earth, that all Falſhood, Hurt, Hunger, and 
« Sickneſs ſhould be far from his Houſe, and that whoſo- 
© ever ſhould call on his Name in any Danger by Sea or 
c elſewhere, to him that he would be merciful; thus ex- 
preſſed by an old Engiyh Poet. EE ; 


That there ne falle in dilke Houſ no Qualm in all the Vere, 

Me gret Sekneſſe, ue Honger ffrong, that thereof ne be no Fee, 

And bſe m peril of Se to me bid bit Bone, DI 

Other in other Stedes perilous, bele him thereof fone, © » 
4 | If 


. 

3 (39) ns + a 
nf therefore the keeping his Fe ftival and calling e on His tw : 

were to be attended by ſuch ſignal Protection, how much 
greater Bleſſings were they to expect from wearing his Image, 
and haying as it were his Preſence always at hand to defend 

them. And for the Juſtneſs of this Manner of Reaſoning 
we may appeal to the Practice of the urch of Rome at 
preſent, who think their Ceremonies and much leſs 
effectual than the wearing a Crucifix, or cat ryir the Image 
or a Relique of ſome of their Saints «bout them. 
It may perhaps be ſaid, that the Uſe of the Figure of St. 
George was fo far from being an Imitation of an Amulet or 
Abraxad, that it was: no other than a Ot f Saint- 
Worſhip im the Nomiſb Church) and a Kind- ef Devotion 
paid to the Images of Saints for Defence and Protection. 
If this be grs ab Will fallew but kat the Church 
of Nome has recourſe to Images and Reliques of Saints, for 
the ſame Purpoſes as the Heathens and Gnaſties had to A- 
mulets and Abraxas; and the Practices of both correſponded 
ſo exactly i in this Point, that ch the Names, the Thing 
remained the ſame. I would deſire to know what Difference 
there is in the Motive between a Dependance on a Patron 

Saint in the Church of Rojne for Help and Preſervation, and 
the Reliance of a Bafilidian on an alexiteric Charm, in- 
ſcribed with the Hieroglyphie and Name ef the Sun, or 
Moſes, or Abraham, or Gabriel? or why a Finger or a Hair 
ol St. Anthony, wore by a Papiſt for ſupernatural Aſſiſtance, 
ſhould be lefs an Amulet than an Abraxas of the Grneftics? 
I would go fill farther, and aſk what Difference there could 
be between a Fic . with the Abraxas of the Horſe- 


man killin nt hanging on his Neck, and a Papiſt, 
with St, Gorge Filing the * hanging | on his; and 
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ſucceeding Ages, ab indeed in their Opir nion Fur he” 
Droſs of Heatheniſm ang Hereſy, transferred their Depen. 
dance from heretical Objects to the Images of Chriſtian 
Saints and their Reliques, altogether as ee as my p- 
Tels, and as inefficacious as the other. - 

From this Perſuaſion aroſe the Cuſtom of Winde che | 
Saints on the Walls of Churches, as we ſee in the Inftance 
of St. George on the Walls of the Virgin's Chapel at Con- 
flantinople; for this was the original Form of Image-Wor- 
ſhip at that Time, that it produced ſuch Diſputes and Diſ- 
orders in the ghth Century; ; and when this Error came to 
be eftabliſhed by Law, as in the ſecond Council of Mice, 
embraced by the Weakneſs and Superſtition of Mankind, 
and encouraged and recommended by the Craft and Ma- : 
nagement of the Church of Rome, they then proceeded to 
make portable Saints, ſuch as might. be able to aſſiſt their 
Votaries by their immediate Preſence in the moſt imminent 
Dangers. Of this Sort was the Fiu, of St. Georges! the 
Subject of our preſent Enquir. 

The Reſemblance between the ee e ef St. 

Gtorge and the Baſilidian Amulets before repreſented, both 
as to the Figure, and the Uſe they were applied to, which 
was to protect, defend, and render the Wearers of them 
 viforious over their Enemies, being thus far ſu ggeſted; we 
will proceed to conſider what was meant and intended by 
the Uſe of this Figure in the Inſtitution of the Order of 
St. George; and for this Purpoſe we ſhall have recourſe to 

authentic Papers and original Inſtruments. 8 

In the antient Forms of Admonition, (by wh Lun- 
derftand thoſe uſed before the Reform in this Order by 
H my VIII.) when LS od ae were. invcſted, at put- 
G . ting 


| 4 4 = 
ting. on the Collar, it was to be ſaid as Sales Feats 
porteres ce collier avec I Image de St. George a l accroiſſe-. 
ment de votre Honneur, &c. en figne de paſſer toutes, choſes 
proſperes ou adverſes," fi gue les 'ayant vailliament vain- 


cus vous poves en cefle vie obtenir l Honneur & renom 


de noble & preux Chivalier,” & a pres, recevoir I eternel 
guerdon de vos wiftorieulx travaulx * : So when Strangers 
were ' inveſted, at putting on the Collar of the Order, it. 
was faid, Torquen hunc in collo deferes ad augmentum ho- 
n orie & in fgnum quoque clariſſimi Ordinis a te ſu uſeepti, 

cum imagine fan martyris & Chriſti 
cujus fultus præſidio, hujus mundi proſpera & adverſa ſic 
pertranſeas, ut hoſtibus corporis & anime devictis, aon mo- 
do temporalit militiæ gloriam ſed perennis Victoriæ palmam 
recipere valeas, in Anu ordinis, & augmentum tui homo- 
ris + : So likewiſe, in the Inſtructions given the Sovereign's 
Ambaſſadors ſent with the Habit and Enſigns of the Order 
to Julian de- Medicis, Brother to Pope Leo X. the laſt Ar- 
ticle is as follows: And when the ſaid J. ¶ Julian) ſhall 
«© be ſo apparelled with the Ornaments aforeſaid, the ſaid 
cc Sir E. P. ſthall put the Image of St. George about his 
„Neck, and the Doctor ſhall ſay theſe Words: Imaginem 

glorioſiſſimi martyris Georgii hujus ordinis patroni in collo 
tuo deferas, cujus fultus præſidio jus mundi proſpera & 


adverſa fic pertranſeas, ut hoſtibus corporis & animæ devic- 

tis, aon modo temporalis militiæ gloriam, Jon pertnnis VIc- 

toriæ palmam recipere valeas, &c . | 
So likewiſe, in the Inſtructions given on a ke Embaſly to 


Jos V. of Scotland, Garter is directed to _ to the King, 
| . 6:11.50 . 


5 Vid. Abmole, 1 No. 36. 
Vid. Afſpmole, No. 101. - 
Abmole, Appendix, No. 101, 


, may the better paſs through both the Proſperity and Ad- 
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ee Take ye. this Collar with the Image of St. George Patron 
& of this Order about your Neck, by. he Help whereof you 


ec yerfity of this World; ſo hat Jour Enemies both of Bo- 
„ oy and Soul may be overcome; ye then may receive not 1 nn 
« only Glory of temporal Ghivalry, but alſo the rejoicing of Z 
e everlaſting Viclory, in Sign and Token of this er, — 
and Increaſe of your Hondur . "IM 
We ſee from theſe Ae one and 7 NAY Tx that 1 No 
che Enſign of the Image of St. George was to be confideredd — VY 
by the Wearer of it as a Protection and Defence, prefo dium, 2 
4 powerful Help and Aſſiſtance againſt all E nemies, both of 
Soul and Body, and an Aſſurance of Viclory in this World 
and that which is to come; let us lay all this together: Here 
is Protection, Afitance againſt Enemies, and a Promiſe of 
Hickory to thoſe: that in this Order wear the Image of St. 
George. Now if we compare this with what the moſt ſu- 
perſtitious Pagans hoped for from wearing their magical Te- 
leſms and Amulets, we ſhall find that, untatis mutandis, it 
was the very ſame; and that the Benefits which the Chri- 
ſtians hoped for, by wearing the Image of St. George, were 
the ſelf ſame that the Heathens expected from their Amu- 
lets and Abraxas; and therefore we may fairly conclude it 
was uſed as an Amulet. 

It is probable, that the equeſtrian Figure of St. George 
was underſtood by the Eaſtern Nations alſo to have had 
ſome teleſmatic Virtue in it, for Leunclavius, de Rebus 
Turcic. p. 130. tells us, . That Sultan Mabomet threw down 
« a brazen equeſtrian Figure at Con/tantinople, which was 
« ſu ppoſed to avert all peſtilential Diſeaſes, and preſerve the 

G 2 „ City 
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* Aſpmole, Ibid. No. 102, 
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« City from Dilemperz ind tit ever Hide it has ſiferety 
© much by Plague and Peſtilence. Was this equeſtrian 
Figure + a Statue of St. George? By the alexiteric Properties 
aſeribed to it, one might be induced to think it was; eſpe- | 
cially as we have ſeen before, that St. George under this Re- 1 
preſentation had been long and well known in that City; 
and the Horſe, though only a Picture, been ſuppoſed to have 
miraculouſly zeighed. Now there cannot be any thing more 
natural than to ſuppoſe; that when the Turbiſp Ottoman 
Army made themſelves Maſters of Conſtantinople, that they 
deſtroyed hat Image, which was looked upon as the Fal- 
ladium and Protector of the Chriſtians and their City. 
The Reader perhaps may be ſurprized, that the Uſe of 
Charms and Amulets ſhould be charged upon Chriſtians ſo 
late as the Inſtitution of the Order of St. George by Ed- 
ward III. but it is well known, that in all Caſes of Arms 
nothing was more common, at bat Time and after, than 
to wear Charms for obtaining Victory; ; and to this Purpoſe 
we have a very authentic Inſtance in an Ordinance of the 
Duke of Gloucefter, Temp. Ric. II. appointing the Laws of 
Duel, which at that Time was a Kind of Oath, whereby 
an accuſed Perſon appealed to God, that he would ingke 
appear his Innocence by proſpering hi Arms, and granting 
him Victory. One Part of the Oath, required from each 
Party preparing for Duel, was this: Tu juras quod non ha- 
Ses. nec lapidem potentem, nec herbam, nec carmen, nec 
experimentum, nec characterem, nec ullam aliam incantatio- 
nem juxta te, aut pro te, per quam ſperes quod fucilius uin- 
cas tuum adverſarium; you ſhall wear, that you have not 
«© any magical Stone, or Herb, or Charm, or Character, or 
E « any otter Kind of Enchantment, either about ae 
= _ 10 r 
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dor uſed by any one for you, by means af which you 3 


the mort ealily to overcome your Adverſary . The 
Exception againſt wearing Amulets upon 2516 Occafron, is a 


Tp plain Proof, that 1 In other Caſes, it Was not only uſual: bit 


bermitted. It is not abſurd therefore to ſuppoſe, that the 
Image of St. George was wore in View of that Kind of Su- 
perſtition, which. was frequent among the Heathens when 
they depended upon their Amulets, which were conſecrated 


under, the Influences and ſtamped. with the Figure of the 


Sun, or ſome other of the heavenly Bodies. For this De- 


votion being once eſtabliſhed, it is eaſy to ſee how it was 


derived from Paganiſm into Chriſtianity ; ; and with the Al- 
teration of the Object only, the Principle remaining the 


ſame, it became the Foundation of Saint-Worſhip, military 
Orders, Conſecrations, Dedications, and thoſe other Cuf- 


' toms that grew out of a Belief; that the glorified Saints in 


Heaven had à Hand in the Conduct of human Affairs, ſo 
far at leaſt as to avert Evil, or procure Good to their Vota- 
ries: And here I preſume. 1 need not call upon the Reader 
to obſerve, what a cloſe Connexion there i is, in + this Parti- 
garen between Popery and Paganiſm. bie 2:44 Jo 


As therefore we have ſeen that it was the fe: 1 W * 
tious Principle that directed the Heathen Baſilidians to their 


| Amulets, and the Papiſts to the Images of their Saints, for 
Afefance; Protection, and I. iffory; we may hence, upon 
good Foundation, conclude, that the equeſtrian Image of 
St. George, wore about the Mech of his Votary for ſuper- 
natural Aſſiſtances, and Viclory over ſpiritual and temporal 
Adverſaries, derived its Original from the ſame equeſtrian 


Figure that has been above {hewn, repreſented on the A- 
| braxas 


 * Spelman. Gloſſar. voce Campus. 
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os their Neck on 
—_— _  - a1 2 for r and — 
=  - * pears from the Word NIK Hs on the Reverſe of t 
33 indeed how can we think otherwiſe, when we ſee the — 
Device and Figure wore in the ſame Manner for the /ame 

Purpoſes, both by the Heathens and Chriſtians under Po- 
pery. Lay unden Popery, becauſe whatever was unjuſtifi- 
| able in this Practice, and contrary to the ſound Doctrine of 

Religion, was owing in the main to the Error of the Times, 
and the Superſtition of that Religion that prevailed not only 
nd, but was univerſally ſpread over all Europe; and 
8t. George becaine- the Patron of England, and his Imaę 
wore by the Knights of the Garter in eonſequence of that 
DN corrupt Doctrine, that taught the Worſhip of Saints, their 
. Guidance of human Affairs, and the Efficacy of their 1. 
naages and Reliques in procenag Nod or ani Evil from 

| thoſe that wore them. 

When theſe Abuſes were elbe ad Pojiery: with its 
Corruptions was drove out of this Land, the Enſigns alſo 
of this Order were ſtript of their Su perſtition ; and what 
before was uſed for its alexiteric Virtug, as an Amulet, was 
now conſidered as no more than an Ornament or Mark of 
Honour conferred: by the Sovereign on thoſe Perſons; 'who 
by their Fortunes, Rank, or Merit were chiefly entitled 
to 0 2hiis hit of Gonourable DiftinStion.. I, 
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E "ot thus den the probable Original of the Wet 
VV trian Figure of St. George appendent to the Collar 
of the Order of that Name; by which it ſeems t6 have 


been a Continuation of the Kannte teleſmatical Fi igure that- 


was uſed by the Heathens and Baſthidians, who wore pre- 


cious Stones or Pieces of Silver conſecrated under particular 


- Conſtellations, and impreſſed with that fame Device, by way 


of Amulet, as a Preſervative againſt all Evil, and in Expec- 


tation of Victory whenever they were engaged with an E- 


nemy. There remains a Word or two to be faid of the 
7 Enfign of t the Garter alſo, in this Inſtitution! | 
It is to be confeſſed indeed, that the Bandage tied Or 


' faſtened about the Leg, in the original Inſtitution, was 


called Farritiere, Garterium, in view of the Uſe it was 
put to, in binding the Leg lile a Garter; but it is not to 
be doubted, but (as this was only the popular Name taken 


from an Uſe fimilar to that of a Garter) that it had alſo. 


another Signification, and a ſymbolical Meaning; and thi is, 


I think, can be proved from the Form of Words uſed in 


putting on the Garter on the Leg of the Knight, as we 


ſhall ſee hereafter. 
From this popular Appellation of a Garter, thoſe Ge 


looked no farther than Appearances, ſet about aſſigning 
* en, 
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Meds: ins 100 yu a Garter was ee one of the En- 
Ans of this noble Order. From hence ſprung that ridicu- 
| Jous Account of its Original being.owing to the Counteſs 
of Salgury's Garter, which the King picking up, and 
having a ſeeret Paſſion for the Lady, did it the Honour of 
making it an Eaſign of his new Order; | othets contend. for 
his Garter of King Edward's own Queen, that was raiſed 
to this high Dignity. But not to mention the Indecorum 
(by Mr. Camden's Leave *) 5 

of [perſonal Gallantry the Foundation of a military Order, 
into which Foreigners of the higheſt Renown were to be 


making ſuch a trifling Piece 
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admitted, and the Impropriety of, building ſo auguſt an 


Inſtitution on. ſo light a Circumſtance; not to inſiſt on this, 


it is to be obſerved, that Sir John Fro, Hart, who lived in 


the, Time of Nirbard II. ſpeaking, of this. Order, gives no 
Hint relating to a Lady's Garter, and Dr. Heylin calls it 


an jalle Romance, firſt en by Polydor l. g, from 


common Fame. 


The Account Mr. Abemole gives of it +; is, that King - 


Edward III. for the Encouragement of military Virtue, did 


deſign a Reſtoration of King Artbur's round Table, and 


for that Purpoſe invited hither all the military Geniuſes from 
Abroad to a Tournament; from whence he deſigned chuſing 
the moſt worthy in the Exerciſe ot Arms, and by this Badge 
as it were binding them to his Intereſis; which is, I think, 
what he means y obliging then to himſelf... A little after, 


he ſeems to make the Garter only an allegorical, Symbol, 
whereby the Aſſociates might be obliged and tied in a firm 


1 & F: NY and Honour; ; . in this Vi. it ee 


.. q 


Nec vilis Jan * videatur Orige, G0 © en in Atteebit, 


. + Abou 
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D 
to are been ace by Camden in Berkſhire; and Hey 
In, as a Bond of the moſt award Society, and a Badge of 
Unity and Coricdid . There is another Opinion mentioned 
b Mr. Camdem out of i a Book of the firſt Inſtitutiehl where- 
in the Order is ſuppoſed: to be only revived b ard TIT. 
but invented by Richard 1. in the Holy Wins, where he 
ordered leather Thongs to be bound about the Legs of cer- 


7 


tain Knights, to incite them to behave with Courage and 


Rechten, &c T. BY 3112 181 30 91 Ei 
We are told of Aether Minit" out of oper 
Procatulus, that in binding of the Leg with this Enſign, 
an Exhortation was given, that the Knights ſhould not 
cowardly, by running away, betray the Valour and Renown 
which is ingrafeed i in Conſtaney and Magnanimity. We ſhall | 
ſee hereafter upon what Foundation this Conjecture of its 
Uſe was built. Upon the whole Mr. Selden declares $, that 
in this Uncertainty of the Occaſion of the Inftitution and 
the Signification of the Garter, our common Stories, that 
is, the ſeveral Reaſons above aſſigned, give us but little 
Light; nor, fays he, know I whence wholly 10 clear it. As 
therefore among all theſe Accounts, there is not one ſatiſ- 
factory enough to ſhew us the original Uſe and Intention * 
this Badge, or whether it was at firſt wore as an Ornament 


without any farther View, or as a'Symbo/; it needs no Apo- 


logy for departing from received Opinions, and offering a 
5 that perhaps may throw fome farther Light on 


this Subject. © | | 
8 + 84) | Y Hp 13 5 „ ein We 


* Abmole, 183. Candev'in Berifre: 508571 Tis PEN pe 
+ Camden, Ibid. | | 


Selden, Titles of Honour. 5 | 
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* Wo. have: = in, the 


keins ral Apparatus, that was me to afford Bes 


and Victory to thoſe that put themſclyes under its Influences. 

And here it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that the Eaſtern 
Nations, from whom this 5 
nally derived, called by the general Name of Zaliſinan or 


Odbarm any Stone, Cem, Ring, or Plate. of Metal, -or any 
o:ber Materials, that were inſcribed with any WW, ords, F. 
gures, ar Characters, and applied to any Part of the Bach, 


a a Means of S the Favour 2 thoſe Powers at 


profil over. this World... 
This Doctrine of e among Us Heathens took i its 


ed on Deus. xi. 18, 19, 20, 21. where the 1/raelires were 


directed to obſerve the Law, and for the Purpoſe of re- 
membering that Obligation it was commanded, ©. zo bind 


ce theſe Words for a Sign on thy, H and, and as  Frontlets 
C between thy Eyes, and thou ſhalt write them on the Poſts 
« of thy Houſe, and on thy Gates,” that their Days might 


be-multiplied, and other Bleſſings might attend them and 


their Children. 
But in Proceſs of Time the Bleſſings, 


4 * b J 933 A g 


of Amulets was origi- 


A as I conceive, from a Superſtition of the Jews , found- 


that were promiſed 
to attend the due Obſervance of theſe Ceremonies, were 


. 


1 (5). a 
underſtood IE TOW The extended eaſe; {6 that the bind. 
ing an their Hands aud their Forthead came to be conſi- 
dered not only as a Condition productive of poſitive Good, 
but alſo as a Ar "againſt all Kinds of Hvil what- 
ever; and in this View it was abuſed by the. Jews into 
a downright Charm, which they called a Phylattery, oa. 
mor ®'a Preſervatroe,' from its ſuppoſed Efficacy to keep and 
preſerv thoſe that wore it. Theſe Phy/aferies were nar- 
row Cuts of Parchment, inſcribed with fuch Paſſages of 88 
as commanded them to be bound on their Hantts, '&c. + Thus 
ve ſee that what was at firſt deſigned only as a Memorial, 
became nen to be dene wo, by the Jews after the 
"Captivity into a or Charm againſt Faſcination, 
Diſeaſes, er the Mor „ eee een - 
nal of 1 es as Charms. f 

But desde theſe Ligatures bound on ene Parts 15 
the Body, there was another Sort of Amulet ſuſpended from 
the Neck on the Breaſt, and which the Etruſcans called the 
Bulla, which was a little Ball of Gold, or Materials, 
hung over their Necks, in which were ſuppoſed to becontained 
ome Preſervatives againſt Exyy +. This Cuſtom of wear- 
ing the Bulla round the Neck among the E:ruſcans, who 
were an oriental Colony, I conceive to be an of 
a Practice among the Egypriant, where the Chief Juſtice 
wore the Figure of Truth ſuſpended by a golden Chain from 
his Neck on his Breaft 13 this ſeems to have been deſigned 
by that wiſe Legiſlatu 1 
in 0: els wa to af with Truth and Fuflc . 

R a 2 BA Fe | _ crees 4 


„See Dr. eee xiii. 5. Lightfoot 6 

+ | Inclufis' intra Bullam remediis 2, rdf end ne invidiam en 
d Sat. Lib. II. 

Diodor. Sicul. Lib. I. £0 
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n of the Ramams, in their Triumphs, as Mon:faucon ini: 


5 „ - 


. ben if Prefer againſt falk Fudgmint: 
_— che Collar of 88. Wore by our Chief Juſtices, might 


have had ſome ſuch Signification. This Practice 
| ras riot originally of theGrowthof Egypt, butſcemsto 
be a fair Copy of the Trim and among the Iſenelites, 


which was wore by Aaron” om his Breaſtplate when be went 


In before the Lord, to bear the Judgment of the C Bildren of 
 lirael-? 


n bis Heart, Exod: xxviii. 30. It is to be obſerved, 
t what the 1/raebzes called Thummim, implying the 55 


tegrity that Aarom was required to uſe in his judicial De- 


crees, the Egyprians repreſented by the Figure of Truth, 


which was ſet with precious Stones, in the like Manner as 


we read of the Urimiand Thummim, and wore on the ſame 
Part, and upon the Jame Occaſſon, both by one and the 
other. For theſe Reaſons therefore it is very probable, that 
the Eg yprians copied this Uſage from the Hebrews; and as 
among both theſe People, theſe Inſgnia carried the Reſem- 
blances' of Amulets or Preſervatives,” accommodated to the 
Caſes in which they were uſed, ſo from their Exam- 
ple the Etruſcans, an Eaſtern Golony, brought into the 
Weſt this Cuſtom of hanging the Bulla as an Amulet round 


the Neck, in which were incloſed certain Preſervatives a- 


gainſt particular Evils. This I conceive to be che 7 
of wearing Amulets round the Neck. 


But the Uſe of this Bulla among the Wenne was more 


general, it was wore by the Aebletæ and Gladiators both on 
their Mect and Arms, not as a Reward of Victory in i 


bm. III. p. 268. but as an Away, or Preſeryative 2 an 


5 2 or as a Means of procuring Victory, as ſeems to 
* from the — Statue of” an ey Wreſtler, 


1 -. whoſe 
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ä * LOT: Bato, Mone. Plate 1545 
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appears "OM Po watts tu navigio, where one is introduced 
| | g 1 yy; J 
| Health and Strength, and male it inuulnerable. 


We may obſerve as we paſs, that Collars, both thoſe 
dn Orders, and others by way of Ornament, were hos. 


probably. the Remnins of that Cuſtom of w wing Amulets 
and Ch 1 round the Neeks as we . ſeen im the Caſe 
of the Epbefian in $uidas, and on the Neck of the famous 
Statue of the dying Gladiator, which ſeems to be rather an 
Amulet, as that ↄf the ce m a N lf Vidos 
bay as Mantfaucon conjectures. / PF tro 166 07 5511557 

But beſides the conimon Way 5 wearing Amts zung 
over the N ſeck, or Ligatures bound round different Parts 
of the Body, St. Au Cuſtin, in his Epiſtle to Paſſiaius, 


mentions a very particular Cuſtom of wearing then. in their. 


Ears,. not .as an Ornament to. pleaſe Men, but as a Token 


; of that. & aper Rition which. is tbe Service of - the Devil +. 


It is to be obſerved, that St. Auguſtin here calls theſe A- 


mulets /igature, being the Latin Term for the v, or 


zeznls of the - Greeks, among whom thoſe Words ſignified 
any Ligatures. or Bindings, and alſo Charms, from their 
being bound round any Part of the Body. Thus the Ephe- 
Fan, before mentioned out of Suidas, wore his Charm, 
o ecgeſedo, ON Dis Mech, or in talo, his Heel, as ſome tran- 


Bye „Rte {ge Twas . TM Jap, va, £v Wes e ra. 1 
Cane N ws x afra. Lucian in Navigio. * NK 1 
+ Execranda autem Superſtitio ligaturgrum, in 2 0 etiam inaures 5 virorum, 
in ſummis ex una parte auriculis ſuſpenſe deputantur, non ad placendum homini- 

bus, ſed ad . n lem. ä e Pollidio. Epiſt. 73. 
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we Gy tied round with Balle 
to have this Efficacy 


ueh a Ning as would preſerve: 26 · Body. in 


te the 
Ble Sup 
| e. Eur“ of R= 
exaride ras" 2" Charm 70 rhoig Had or Ren. The VIET 
ke of cheſe 1 ces" is to They wy" tht As | waſers | 
were ws nor only ib the: Neck, bur alſo to any other Part x 
the B cerport alli alas, collo Jufpenſas a 1950 2 
= 'Chifflet A2 Meer : 27 ae, od anal n wy 
* Fhbeſe — dap miſed, I cannot help! ok 
ing upon the Gar i at its firff Inſtitution in ſome ſuch 
Light, as an Amulet bound about the" Leg: as in the other 


s they were tied to other Parts of the 
. of 


tioned to have been bound by Richard I. about the L 
of | his Companions in the hol Wars, whereby they 
were' 10 le inſpired with Courage,” and the Virtue and Forti- 
tude of their Minds 2 * ſpring up and appear more reſo 
tute and vigorous . theſe Things be conſidered as fo 
many Rewards, like the Roman Crowns that were diſtri- 
buted among the Soldiers for particular gallant Actions, 8, as 
the Author of this Account eited by Camden ſuppoſes, 1 
doubt they would not have great Effect, fo as bis irritamentis 
excieſſa vecordia, virtus animi ' fortitudogue pectoris fervidior 
exfurgeret atque exiliret; which are the Words of =o Au- 
thor enoned — Camden wont ger 2 this by 5 


— one 8176 .. Points Hornifics 
e, he 1b. that #70 
thee of Hing 


a #24 . 2 
; + % L 5 928 2 4 N 

1 * 8 * {4 - Þ ? 7 3 1 9 ö on ” 4 #4 * 5 
8 , 7 4 . - : 0 1 1 3 N 4 * w « & 
9 q L ; — £ E 4 © = ks = Se. Wh. £ Z 
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Earn Te Maredo, S T&is xePakas , Toks wog tenden; 7 rt diceret 
22 de bis qui carminibus ligaturis atuntur & de circumligantibus 0 A. 
, Macedonis numiſmata capiti wel pedibus. Chryſoſtomi ad ee 
re Secunda, Edit. Montfaucon,. Paris, 1724. . 
leut in Macar. Apiſropift. p. 137. 

Honour, Þ. 792, wage, u 
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Ben Danger, 


Power. 
Ph hat the e was DMD ER at ho gat * in 
che Nature of an Amulet will appear, F'conceive, from the 


Words of the Inſtructions given to the Ambaſladors that 
were ſent to inveſt © Brother to Pope 0 X. with 
the Enſigns of the Order, © At putting on the Garter a- 


©. bout his Leg, the Doctor was to ſay audibly theſe Words: 
| Ad Laudem &Honorers furnmi r ammipotentis Dei, in- 
A temeratie Virgin & ' matris fine Mariæ, ac \oloriofefind 
> _ Georgi bujur Ordinis Patroni, circumcinge tibiam tuum hoc 
Garterio, ut poſſis in iſto Bello firmiter flare, & fortiter 
0 ant in fignum Ordinis & au mentum Honoris tun 
Upon which we may remark, that t Garter was to be 
lacked on by the Knights as a T aw of the Protection of 
God, the Virgin Mary, and St. George, whereby they ſhould 
be enabled 20 fand their Ground, and COnQuer in Battle; 
circumcinge tibiam tuam bor Garterio, ut poſſis in iſto Belh, : 
frrmiter flare, & 2 vincere; from whence it We 
tdtthat theſe military Virtues of landing tbeir C 
ceompuering their” Heeg were to be accounted as E fects | 
of the Garter, with which the Leg was bound, in Honour 
of God, the holy Vir in, and St. George; t pofſis ſeems 
to imply, as if this Ability aroſe from the Influences attend 
ing, and the Powers cheek by this Garter, It is to be 
remarked, that upon Wels Words, ut Poſs firmixer flare, 
* Abmole, Appendix, Nd. 
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that uſed them, 


1, Spelle, a 


Motte 
 ſeription Honi ſoit: qui n 
Wolf no other Inter 


one relative to 


3 of. which we 
that po- 1 
the Gatter-of the: Counteſs 0 


LY 


_  Saliſtary, and render "Evil. to him that Evil r f 
bs But as the Cauſe to which this relates is generally ſup- 72" 
| poſed to be fabulous, the common Acceptation cannot be 
_ What was originally intended by it. As therefore the Emi . | 


with great Probability; | 


ſign © 
been © pied from an Amulet of the Heathen Gg? 


to. have 
tire, as to its Figure and Uſe; and as the Garten f. 
mething of the Natur of the zele/mm 
gs with ſome: Reaſon, that the | 
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to have in it ſo 


s 


ſome Reference to the fame: Perſua- 

E therefore: EET as a mia \ 
rel Shame: and Caen 40 5 = 
it May 4 


? 2 Author... *, This 
Imprecation 


ſh, "TI: ; 
+ Pi + Te . f 


_— i Ls as 3 3 5 ad 5 3 20 4 84 
92 3 298 | 25 2 . 3 3% 
2 ” Lprecation was ck a 5 9 ET "fo ſtice, chat i it eren 
became a Maxim in all Countries; Let his Travel come upon 25 
bir own Head, and his I, ickedneſs 5 fall upon Bis own . 
Ke EF: 5 
bl In a Senſe like this, allowin pg av 3 for tlie 
_ differen Circumſtances, and Occaſion/ of u ing it, which 
was Ede in the Matter of Chivalry and martial Exploits, W PONY 


* 


may underſtand Honi ſoit qui mal y Penſe, as the „ * 
of a Ligature faſtened to the Leg, by-which the Knight was # 
zo be preſerved unburt; the Evil. in B attle defigned a gain, 
him be drove back on bis Adverſary; ; and he Himmſelf enabled, 
firmiter ſtare & fortiter vincere, 70 carry /” 3 wheroſaover , — 
be went, © 8 22 
I do not know whether 1 it may be nec eflary t to obſerve, 3 
that the Phraſe penſer mal, beſides its natural Signification 
of thinking Evil, implies alſo in many Languages, an evil 
Intention, Contripatice, or Deſign of an Enemy. Je bs 
4 Gen. I. 20. ) tells his Prethren, as for you, you thought E- 
vil againſt me, rendered by the French Tranſlators vou a- 
vies penſe mal contre moi; but the original Word an, ſig- 
ghiies alſo machinari, to contrive, or deviſe Evil, and ac. 
cordin gly the Septuagint renders it by wad xa] cs ra wompa, 
So that it appears hence, that the Phraſe penſer mal in the 
Inſcription of the Garter, may with Reaſon be ſuppoſed to 
relate to the hurtful Contrivances of an Adverſary or Ene- 
my, that are here imprecated back on himſelf. | 
I offer this only as a Conjecture, without laying any far- 
ther Weight upon it; and as ſuch, I propoſe it to the En- . 
quiry of others, whe. if they approve not of it, may per- 
haps from hence take the Hint, and eaſt abone' for an In- 
| terpretation more to their own Satisfaction and the Infor- 
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